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Jew and Gentile 


By Plumb E. Wells 


73 HEY also 
Who pierced Him” 
Who pierced Him? 
Not you nor I! 


What is this 
In my heart— 

And that in thy hand? 
A dart for His side! 





Casting and Carrying . 

It is a great mistake to carry burdens that God 
says he will carry for us. He asks us to cast these 
wholly upon him. On the other hand, there is some- 
thing he asks us never to cast away, and that is our 
faith in him. A bit of verse has been written on 
these two. Scriptures, which we may well take to heart. 
The Scriptures are: “Cast thy burden upon the Lord, 
and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the 
righteous to be moved” (Psa. 55:22). “Cast not away 
therefore your confidence, which hath great recompense 
of reward” (Heb. 10: 35). 

It is His will that I should cast 
My care on Him each day, 

He also tells me NOT to cast my 
Confidence away. 

But oh! How foolishly I act, 
When taken unaware: 

I cast away my confidence, and 
Carry all my care! 


=< 


Does the Bible Ever Predict 


What is Bible prophecy? The Modernist is now 
saying that it is never prediction, but only the utter- 
ing of great truths. Thus Dr. James Black, the bril- 
liant minister of St. George’s United Free Church of 


Edinburgh, whose writings are being widely exploited 


‘Gn America, has recently published a savage attack on 


the Scriptural teaching of the return of the Lord to 
reign over this earth, saying that “it represents an in- 


_ filtration of crude Jewish ideas,” and that “All proph- 


ecy, even Christ’s, is the declaration of great moral 
ends and the ripening of spiritual purpose.” —As for 
prediction, Dr. Black says (the italics are his own): 
“Tt is foolish to read prophecy as if it were prediction. 
Prophecy is not history written beforehand. ... The 


one thing we can always rule out is prediction.” This 
is a pretty serious denial of God’s Word, from one 
who professes to be a Christian minister. Dr. Black 
does not explain what he does with the multitude of 
New Testament passages that declare that many events 
were brought to pass in fulfilment of Old Testament 
prophecy, as in the first chapter of Matthew: “Now 
all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold a 
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us.” Nor does Dr. Black say 
why he rejects such words of God as these in the Old 
Testament: “And if thou say in thine heart, How shall 
we know the word which the Lord hath not spoken? 
When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if 
the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing 
which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath 
spoken it presumptuously” (Deut. 18:21, 22). “The 
prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word 
of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the 
prophet be known, that the Lord hath truly sent him” 
(Jer. 28:9). Sound Christians, true believers, may 
differ in their interpretation of the Scriptures con- 
cerning a millennium and the events of our Lord’s re- 
turn; but no one who believes the Bible denies that it 
is filled with history written supernaturally in advance, 
as when twenty-five Old Testament prophecies were 
all literally fulfilled within twenty-four hours on the 
day of our Lord’s crucifixion. 


Dad 
Dr. Conrad on Dr. Kelly 


Whole churches are evidently getting back of Dr. 
Howard A. Kelly’s testimony to the Christian faith. 
Dr. A. Z. Conrad, pastor of the historic Park Street 
Church of Boston, writes to The Sunday School 
Times: “I am tremendously interested in Dr. Howard 
Kelly’s articles, and announced to my church yester- 
day the importance of their making subscriptions on 
the ten-weeks’ trial trip basis. I am sending you a list 
of eighty names that were handed to me, together with 
the check for the same. We surely want to begin with 
this week’s issue, as they will want all of Dr. Kelly’s 
articles. This is a great piece of work being done 
by the Times. Our Assistant Sunday-school Superin- 
tendent tells me he has already sent you eighty-three 
names this morning. If all the churches in the coun- 
try have responded like that, you will certainly have 
some job in filling the orders.” Thus Dr. Conrad's 
church and Sunday<school are ordering 163 “Get Ac- 
quainted” subscriptions to The Sunday School Times, 
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66 ND Peter.” 
Those are two of the sweetest and most 
“comfortable words” to a follower of the 


Lord Jesus. An unbeliever convicted of sin might find 
greater consolation and hope in such sayings as: 
“Christ died for the ungodly,” or “Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out,” or from John 3: 16. 

But to those of us who do love our Saviour, and have 
tried to follow him and be true to him, but yet realize 
how often we have denied him and failed him, those 
two words — “and Peter” — come as a very benediction 
from Heaven. 

When we think of Simon Peter, our hearts alternate 
between great fear and great hope. 
so close to his Lord— seeing his marvelous miracles, 
hearing his wondrous words, watching his beautiful 
life, so that he is’ at last constrained’ to cry out in 
adoration, in a moment of heavenly. inspiration, “Thou 
art the Christ!”—if such.a man can then turn round 
and deny his Lord with oaths and cursings, how can 
we ever hope to stand? 

But when we look again and see this man — this 
unlettered, uncultured fisherman—becoming once 
more one of Christ’s foremost followers, our fears 
vanish. And when we see with delighted amazement 
how, even after such a lamentable fall, our Lord sought 
him out, forgave him, welcomed him back into the 
fold, reinstated him in his apostolic office, gave him 
greater responsibilities, and chose him to be his 
mouthpiece at Pentecost—why, our hearts leap for joy! 


f a man could live . 


covering Dr. Kelly’s entire series, at the twenty-five 
cent rate. Have you asked your own pastor and Sun- 
day-school superintendent to share the blessings of this 
remarkable testimony with all the people of your com- 
munity whom they can reach? he subscription de- 
partment of the Times is working in an unprece- 
dented way. to keep up with the orders, Last week's 
issue announced that 9,764 short term subscriptions had 
been received since the articles by Dr. Kelly were first 
announced, In the five business days that have elapsed 
since closing last week’s issue, 6,325 additional sub- 
scriptions have come in, of which 1,623 were received 
in a single day, and the total of new subscriptions re- 
ceived during the five weeks of announcements is 
increased to 16,089, There is just time to secure the 
whole series on this advantageous plan, if ordered at 
once. But before doing so, the letters from a business 
man and a college girl, on the next page under Notes 
on Open Letters, are worth reading. 


ax 
Nights of Prayer—Why Not? 


God the Son spent nights in prayer during his 
earthly life-time. He felt the need of it, for himself 
and for his work, even though he was the eternally 
begotten Son of God. Through the centuries since 
then those who have been closest to him have felt 
the need of it for themselves and their work. To-day 
a call is going out to the Body of Christ throughout 
the world to plan, so far as possible, three days meet- 
ings for ‘prayer, ending with an all-night meeting on 
April 4, in preparation for the study of the Sunday- 
school lesson of April 5 on “The Blessing of Pente- 
cost,” in the second chapter of Acts. On page 192 
in this issue of The Sunday School Times fuller in- 
formation is given concerning this unusual opportu- 
nity for concerted prayer. “Lé@t the days and nights 
of prayer return to the Church, and the days and 
nights of revival will return.” The Baptist Bible 
Union of North America has united with others in 
the urgent appeal to pray for a great spiritual re- 
vival, and in its January conference in Chicago voiced 
the call to the proposed Three Days of Concerted 
Prayer for Revival. “The dates we venture to name 
are April first, second, and third, with the further sug- 
gestion that, where possible, such prayer-meetings 
should be continued on Saturday, leading up to Sun- 
day, April 5, when earnest prayer should be offered 
that God would arise and plead his own cause, in the 
hope and expectation that the services of that day 
may be marked throughout the continent by the con- 
version of thousands of souls,” 


Peter’ 


Truly there is hope for any man—there is hope 
for me. If we had never been given any account of 
that first Easter Day, what would we imagine to have 
happened? To whom would we ascribe our: Lord's 
first appearance? Without doubt most of us would 
at once think of his mother. Surely he would appear 
to the sorrowing virgin Mary first of all, for she must 
have suffered most. . 

Yet, so far as we know, our Lord did not grant her 
any special appearance of himself. No doubt this was 
withheld, lest it should’ in later days help to foster 


- Mariolatry. But we should at least suppose that the 


risen, Master would. appear to the assembled apostles 
before he. manifested himself to other people. Here 


_again we are wrong. 


Some of us, perchance, would like to picture him 
appearing to the high priest and his assembled council, 
with the apostles looking on in triumph! But no un- 
believer ever saw the risen Lord, — with the exception, 
perhaps, of Saul of Tarsus on his Way to Damascus. 

When we look into the question of how our blessed 
Lord spent his first resurrection day, we find that it 
was Lowe that caught the first sight of the Master. 
“He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom 
he lad cast seven devils’ (Mark 16:9). Yes, the 
risen Master was first seen by love, then by true re- 
pentance, then by honest seekers after the truth, and 
then by “the church” —the assembled body of be- 
lievers. First he comes to the women who wept for 
him, then to the man who wept for himself. “God 
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shall wipe away all tears from thtir eyes” (Rev. 
93197: Gis). , 

But there is more in those two words— “and 
Peter” —than at first sight appears. Our Lord de- 
layed his appearances not merely to make the truth of 
his resurrection clear and certain. Were there not 
doubts, misunderstandings,, divisions, and even want 
of love, to be cleared away before he could be seen? 
The day had now arrived when only the “pure in 
heart” could “see God.” It would seem to the writer 
that our Lord could not appear to the assembled 
apostolic band until they were one in heart and mind, 
so far as in them lay. On the other hand, his time was 
spent in purifying individuals, and this delayed his 
manifestation of himself to “the church” as a whole, 

How could he “stand in the midst” of them and say, 
“Peace be unto you,” if any discord or disharmony 
existed among them? Pentecost itself could not come 
until they were all “with one accord” and “in one 
_ Nor could the risen Lord to the Church as a 
whole. 

Have you ever pictured the happenings of,those three 
days? Without a shadow of a doubt, the most misera- 
ble man in the whole world, at that time, was Simon 
Peter. We can guess what happened when he went 
out and wept bitterly. As he fled disconsolately 
through the moonlit streets, utterly undone, and alone 
in the world, the marvel is he did not die of a broken 
heart. He did love his Lord, and yet he had denied 
him in the hour of his direst extremity — and cursed 
him —for whom else could he have cursed? (Matt. 
26: 74.) 

One can scarcely think he joined the others. A 
guilty conscience would forbid that. Would they re- 
ceive him? For even believers can be so hard, and 
cruel, and unforgiving; yes, and so suspicious of a 
fallen “saint.” Would John ever speak to him again? 
He was the only one who could have actually heard 
those denials. No doubt those who stood around the 
fire of coals told John of his “friend’s” oaths and 
curses—and we may be sure the story would lose 
nothing in the telling. 

Then came the crucifixion. We can well under- 
stand how the faithful women at the cross wondered 
where Simon Peter was. Why didn’t he come? 
John was there, but where was the bold and boastful 
Peter? As the hours dragged on, some explanation 
must be given. Did not John explain all about it? 
It was indeed as our Lord had foretold. Peter had 
denied him thrice before cockcrow. But if Peter was 
truly repentant, why didn’t he come and confess to 
the Lord? Perhaps it was, that unfortunate sword- 
thrust in the garden that made him fear detection and 
punishment (Matt. 26: 51). 

Those women must have despised Peter. For love 
knows no fear; and human love is not slow in con- 
demning fear in others when a loved one suffers. 
And surely Mary Magdalene, who loved him_ most 
because “forgiven most,” would despise not only Peter’s 
cowardice, but Peter himself. One can easily imagine 
even contemptuous scorn for one who had professed 
so much. Could she ever forgive him? ; 

And when the end had come and his Lord was cruci- 
fied, who can picture the remorse of that lonely dis- 
ciple— Peter? How his mind would travel again and 
again over that scene in the high priest’s palace! 
“The Lord’s last look was one of reproach; and now 
he is gone. He will never know how bitterly ashamed 
I am—how deeply sorry.” There was a time when 
Peter had cried, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord.” Now, when his sin is intensified a 
hundredfold, he would give all the world for one look 
—one word—one explanation—one utterance of 
sorrow in His ears! 

And so that most miserable of all Sabbaths wore 
on, and the first day of the week dawns. 

Mary Magdalene was the last at the cross and the 
first at the tomb. She sees the stone rolled away. 
“They have taken away the Lord!” she thinks. With- 
out waiting to investigate, she runs back to the city. 
“To whom shall I go?” Apparently the disciples 
were*all scattered. But she did know where Peter 
was, and John. It was natural to think of Peter now — 
after all, he was the strong man of the twelve. In 
her excitement and in her fear of losing “her Lord” 
altogether, she forgets her scorn, and possibly forgets 
Peter’s denial, as she knocks at his door. But Peter 
seems in no hurry to go. So she finds John, and 
Peter follows. She “cometh to Simon Peter, and to 
the other disciple, whom Jesus loved” (John 20:2) — 
the repetition of the word “to” suggests the calling at 
two doors. John runs off at once, and Peter follows. 
Poor Peter must have had a heavy heart and a heavy 
conscience, which made heavy feet. 

What could the empty tomb mean? And when they 
arrive they see the evidence of the resurrection in 
the coiled grayve-clothes—and John’s faith outran 
Peter’s just as his feet had done. How distracted 
must Peter’s mind have been! Jf he is risen will he 
ever forgive me? Will he ever speak to me again? 
Ah! Simon Peter, do you so easily forget? Do you 
not remember when you asked the question, “Lord, 
how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I for- 
give him? til seven times? Jesus saith unto him, 
I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until 
seventy times seven.” Simon, if the Lord sets that 
standard for you, will he himself fall short of it? So 
the two disciples went away home. Mary Magdalene, 
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however, who seems to have followed them back to 
the tomb, enters it, with the other women (Mark 16: 
5). There is an angel there and this is his message — 
“He is risen, .. go... tell his disciples AND PETER.” 
Mark well, it is not Peter and His disciples. What 
depths of love there were in those two words — “and 
Peter.” For poor Peter might well have thought 
he was no longer worthy to be called a disciple. And 
Mary Magdalene might well have thought so, too! 
Yet it was she who was chosen to carry these glad 
tidings to Peter. She who had condemned his cow- 
ardice was to announce the Lord’s forgiveness — for 
surely those words convey as much. Mary herself 
had a lesson on forgiveness to learn! And this, we 
take it, was why the angel was bidden to make her 
the messenger bearing the Saviour’s words. Were 
not this the case, the message could have been given 
to John to carry—for he was in the sepulcher be- 
fore Mary Magdalene. Or the angel could have told 
Peter himself. Whatever of scorn over Peter's de- 
nial she may have harbored vanished as mist before 
the sun. Christ had long ago forgiven all her sins 
—and we cannot believe God would allow seven 
devils to possess any one whose life did not tend to 
encourage devil possession. Surely then he would for- 
give Peter. She, too, must be willing to forgive. So 
once more nothing but love fills her heart and she 
turns to go. It was then—and only then—that the 
blessed Lord appeared to her. 

Even her intense love for her Lord did not bring 
him to her side until she loved her fellow man, though 
he had denied his Master. We may be wrong in this 
view, but we are not erring when we declare that 


many to-day fail to “see the Lord” because they har- 


bor unlove, or resentment towards some fellow Chris- 
tian. Is our vision of the risen and ascended Christ 
dimmed or blurred or destroyed because we do not 
“love our brother also”? 

And Peter! Words cannot express what a load 
of care was lifted off his mind. Oh, the joy of being 
forgiven! 

Peter realizes that no fault, no sin, no denial, shuts 
aman out from Christ’s love. He could not rest. He 
must find his Lord. But it was the Lord who found 
him. He was all alone somewhere when the Lord 
appeared to him. A penitent heart is a magnet which 
always draws Christ Jesus to the side. We know 
nothing of what passed between them. Yet we know 
what must have passed between them. Frank and 
full confession—free and full forgiveness. But 
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Simon Peter, always ready to say something, for once 
says nothing. No word ever passed his lips, so far 
as we know, of what transpired whén his Lord met 
him, We can imagine Peter running back to the now 
re-assembled disciples. John would not even keep 
pace with him now! They had not believed the 
women’s report (Mark 16:11). But when Simon 
Peter burst in‘ upon them with radiant face and with 
the eager cry, “The Lord has appeared to me! He’s 
forgiven me!” —their doubts vanished. Peter had 
seen a vision of glory which made even the trans- 
figuration pale! 

And yet the Master delayed his appearing to the 
assembled body of believers—the “Church.” For 
there were two of his disciples leaving the city — 
puzzled, honest, yet painful seekers after the truth. 
Their sad faces would have made a great contrast to 
the happy faces in that upper room! 

They, too, had heard the women’s story and had not 
believed it. But for some reason they must be brought 
back. Their presence with the other believers was 
necessary before the Lord could manifest himself to 
“the eleven... and them that were with them.” 
Upon this point we cannot now dwell, but our belief 
is that it was Cleophas and his wife who were jour- 
neying to Emmaus and that his wife was Mary, the 
sister of our Lord’s mother, who was standing by the 
cross (John 19:25; Luke 24: 18). 

If this is so, our Lord would not allow the wife 
of Cleophas who followed him even to the cross to 
miss that Resurrection blessing to the “Church,” 

They invite the Stranger in and recognize the nail 
marks in his hands as he blesses the bread, —and 
they knew him. A seeking mind will find Christ, as 
well as a seeking heart. How they hasten back to 
share their news! 

And now the body of believers is complete. Un- 
belief and doubt were banished; and love and harmony 
and forgiveness reigned in all hearts. It was then 
that the risen. Lord could appear to his band of fol- 
a eleven . . . and them that were with 
them.’ 

The eleven? One “was not” —for Judas had gone 
to “his own place”; one was absent, but entirely 
through his own unbelief. If Thomas “was not with 
them when Jesus came,” they were not to blame. 
That, however, is another story. Let us then at this 
Eastertide search our hearts and make sure that Love 
— which is Christ— dwells supreme and alone, lest 
we miss the blessing and delay its advent to others. 





How They Are Using Dr. Kelly’s Series 


A business man in Pennsylvania sends The Sun- 
day School Times a check for $3.50 with an order for 
fourteen ten-weeks “Get Acquainted” subscriptions to 
The Sunday School Times, covering the series by Dr. 
Howard A. Kelly, and he writes: 


I cannot but wish that every Christian doctor in 
America and every Christian medical student could 
read Dr. Kelly’s articles. If every reader of The Sun- 
day School Times would send his family doctor a ten- 
weeks subscription, this might be accomplished. I have 
sent to every M. D. of my acquaintance, as well as 
several medical students. 


Are you making sure that your family physician 
will share in the blessings of this epoch-making tes- 
timony to the old faith by one of the greatest sur- 
geons and scientists of our generation? 

A college girl graduate in Illinois writes: 

The Sunday School Timés has been an inestimable 
blessing to me for four or five years. When at a 
girls’ boarding school, and under the direction of a 
Higher Critic in the Bible classeés, my beautiful Chris- 
tian mother subscribed for the Times for me, and it 
proved a great source of help and comfort to me. 

I have been married less than .a year to a young 
medical student, a graduate of the University of 
Chicago, and consequently he too has been “exposed” 
to this modern poison. His father is a pastor, and 
thinking he will enjoy the “Kelly Series” especially, I 
am asking you to send the copies to him. 

I have a number of former college friends whom I 
would like to receive this wonderful series also. I am 
enclosing a list and also a check for ten dollars. This 
will amount to more than the subscriptions I am send- 
ing in. Will you kindly send copies where you con- 
sider them most needed, with this extra money? 

Your paper is doing an immense amount of good for 
the Kingdom. May God bless always your worthy 
efforts. 

With the sincere appreciation of a college girl who 
herself was once plunged in dark, despairing doubt of 
Higher Criticism (lower, rather), I am, etc. 


Still another reader, who has a brilliant Sunday- 
school teacher who nevertheless is not wholly clear in 
his Christian faith, is ordering a ten-weeks subscrip- 
tion covering Dr. Kelly’s series for this teacher, and 
asks to have twenty-five free copies of the Times con- 
taining the announcement of the series sent to her 
Sunday-school superintendent for distribution. 

It is this personal work that is spreading the testi- 





mony of Dr. Kelly far and wide. Prayers are being 
answered in a most remarkable way for God's bless- 
ing on this series. Will you continue in intercession 
that God may use it to bring thousands of lives to 
faith and joy in the Lord? 


=< 
When the Bible Does Not Answer 


In Matthew’s Gospel, fourth chapter and fifth verse, 
we read that the Devil taketh Jesus up into the holy 
city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple. 

How did the Devil appear to Christ? In the form of 
a spirit or human being? If he appeared in spirit to 
Jesus, the temple being in a city, was it not probable 
that people could have seen Jesus on the pinnacle? 
And if they saw him up on the pinnacle alone, would 
they not have thought Christ crazy? ° 

But if on the other hand the Devil appeared in flesh, 
would it not even them have seemed peculiar for Jesus 
to be up on the highest part of the temple? Jesus 
must have been recognized, for he was well known, as 
his fame had spread abroad. 

I have looked this up in several commentaries, but 


can find no satisfactory answer.—A’ Sunday-school 
teacher. 


These questions about the temptation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ are natural ones, and doubtless have oc- 
curred to many a reader of the Scriptures. But are 
they important? The Bible, God’s own Word, does 
not answer these questions for us, and therefore it is 
a safe conclusion that we do not need the answers. 

In all our Bible study, it is a sound principle te 
ask ourselves, concerning questions that arise, Do I need 
the answer for my own personal guidance in life? Do 
I need the answer in order to understand-the Scriptures 
better? If our heart says “yes” to either of these tests, 
then we may look .confidently to God for the wisdom 
that we lack, for he “giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not.” But if there is no such need of an 
answer to questions occurring to us in our Bible read- 
ing, then it is unprofitable to conjecture as to what 
the answer might be. We are not to bring human 
opinion into the realm of the Word of God. 

he simple facts of Christ’s three temptations, in 
the wilderness after his baptism, are plainly given in 
the Gospels. Let us accept the infallible record of the 


facts, and not be troubled about what may or may 
not have occurred in connection with those facts, 























Lesson for April 5 
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I Believe the Bible to Be the Word of God 


By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D. 


The fruitful experience of testing 
the Word at its own valuation 
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ET me state at once that I. am sure that the Bible 
i is the Word of God, with an assurance greater 

than all other convictions directing my course in 
this brief earthly pilgrimage. Above all those maxims 
regulating the practical relations.of life born of ex- 
perience, above those logical deductions from philo- 
sophical and scientific premises, I place the clear light 
of truth shining from the pages of the Bible. The 
Bible, the Word of God; is my one great guerdon on 
my homeward journey. 

But some one suggests, “You mean, of course, parts 
of the Bible, omitting those Old Testament myths of 
a nomadic people and allowing, too, for the haze which 
must envelop the traditions of early ages.” No, 
emphatically, I am happy to say I do not have to pare 
on trim and make exceptions and allowances; con- 
stant use has taught me to accept the whole Bible as 
God’s Word just as I took the letter received to-day 
as coming direct and without interpolations from my 
mother in Philadelphia. 2 

Do not err by thinking that by this I mean to offer 
myself as a ready and efficient interpreter of all parts 
of the Word, or to suiggest that there are no lingering 
difficulties to be solved.. I am happy, however, to re- 
call that with time and an ever-growing familiarity 
with its rich contents and their sweet harmonies, many 
knotty problems that once appeared insoluble have al- 
ready melted like morning mists, while the few that 
remain in no wise impede the sun’s rays as they flash 
from heaven to earth. My belief is not the offspring 
of a sudden resolution, nor is it due to any determin- 
ation to take the easiest course. or to choose the lesser 
of two evils, —a course rational perhaps but certainly 
not honoring the Word. Rather is it the outcome of 
the steady growth of a life time and a little knowl- 
edge of the Word always being added to and ever 
enlarging the horizon of life, continually revealing 
things not known to those who do not feed daily upon 
the Word, and yet clear as crystal to him who comes 
as a child to learn from an all-wise loving Father. 


The Word Speaks for Itself 


This positive belief and clear conviction, however, 
have not been held without due consideration of the 
positions of opponents to any such confidence in the 
absolute authority of the Word. At one time, indeed, 
some thirty-five years ago, I paid close attention to 
the pronunciamentos of sundry critics, and was not a 
little distressed and disturbed, until I found the key 
which let me out of the barren country where I had 
been disconsolately and vainly wandering, through a 
little wicket gate into a pleasant garden where flowers 
decked the sward and the trees bore all manner of 
pleasant fruits and the people of the land lived in 
peace, untroubled by the turmoil round about. . 

It happened on this wise. Finding I was getting 
nowhere, or rather that I was becoming spiritually 
mired by the criticisms, I ‘determined at last to take 
the brave course of settling my difficulties, like an hon- 
est scientist,-by treating the Bible as I would any branch 
of science. If I propose to study botany, or astronomy, 
or geology, or microscopy, I take an accredited text- 
book and note the rules, and proceed with my studies, 
always with the presumption that the rules are right, 
and that the book is a dependable guide; I resolutely 
shelve any preconceived notions of my own, and I 
apply the rules honestly to the matters arising for 
investigation. In this way, step by step, I make prog- 
ress and gradually acquire a real knowledge of the 
particular science, ever finding myself also in hearty 
accord with other scientists working. in the same field. 
If the subject happens to be mathematics, my elective, 
alas, at college, and my weakest point, I would never 
think, while still in the kindergarten of this greatest 
of all the sciences, of knitting my brows over all the 
puzzling symbols and appalling equations so abundant 
in the later pages, and at once rejecting the book, de- 
claring that it is a piece of blessed foolishness, sim- 
ply because I fail utterly to understand it all. 

And yet, some years ago I persuaded a friend at 
least to read the Bible and to give it a chance to speak 
for itself. He..came back in a few weeks, with the 
remark that he had read it and could make no sense 
out of it. I asked, “What did you read?” and he 
replied, “Revelation” ! 

I reached, then, this point, “I will see carefully just 
what the Bible says of itself, and will accept its own 
dictum as my working hypothesis in studying it.” 

My discovery was as wonderful as it was simple 
and obvious, and known to every child of» God. 
found that God was named countless thousands of 
times in our Scriptures, and that their whole atmos- 
phere is that of Heaven stooping down to speak to 
earth, that literally and emphatically it is declared 
that “the Lord spake” upwards ef five hundred times, 
that men heard and received his messages, and that he 
gave audible commands and men obeyed them. To 


Several weeks ago The Sunday School Times 
told of the passing of an unassuming Christian 
woman, a member of the Society of Friends. As 
her life ebbed away, she said: “Three things I 
know. I know. that my Redeemer liveth . . . Noth- 
ing shall separate me from the love of God... 
Many mansions ... safe . . . happy.” 

But her joy and assurance as she came to the 
brink of death’s waters was made ible by the 
confidence that had been hers ughout her 
Christian life that the Bible is the Word of God. 
Hers was a living assurance, not merely a dying 
revelation. 

And it is such a living faith in the Bible that 
Dr. Kelly expresses in this third article in his 
series “ A Scientist's Belief in the Bible.” 

The entire series covers the following topics: 

How I Came to My Present Faith 
When the Higher Criticism Challenged My Faith 
I Believe the Bible to Be the Word of God 
Why I Believe that Jesus Christ is God 
Why I Believe in the Virgin Birth of Jesus 
Why I Believe in the Blood Atonement 
Why I Believe in the Bodily Resurrection 
Why I Believe Christ is Coming Again 


There is yet time to secure as many of the Ten 
Weeks’ Get Acquainted subscriptions (covering 
Ds. Kelly’s entire series) as you may desire for 
your friends, at 25 cents each. Such subscrip- 
tions should mention the Kelly Series and be 
mailed promptly to The Sunday School Times 

_ Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








ascertain more directly its claims, I looked up 

“W-O-R-D,” and found it about a thousand times. 

bt there is no book in the world so vocal as the 
ible 

He alsa, who gave us the Book identified himself 
with it as the creative word. “By the word of the 
Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them 
by the breath of his mouth . .. for he spake, and it 
was done; he commanded, and it stood fast” (Psa. 
33); and “By the word of God the heavens were of 
old” (2 Pet. 3). Men of old, with a more limited 
Scripture and with fewer advantages, certainly ap- 
preciated their blessings. Job declared, “I have 
esteemed the words of his mouth more than my neces- 
sary food’! Would that we to-day felt as he did 
about it! Read now Psalm 119, to see how God’s law, 
word, testimonies, counsels, judgments, and precepts 
were regarded some three thousand years ago. “How 
sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth! ... The law of thy mouth is better 
unto me than thousands of gold and silver.” 

Unto Isaiah God said, “I am the Lord thy God... 
and I have put my words into thy mouth.” Or what 
more emphatic than the Lord’s solemn asseveration: 
“As the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower, and bread to the eater; So shall my word 
be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not re- 
turn unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which 


I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it.” 


The Word, A Weapon of Defense 


In the New Testament I noted Christ’s declarations, 
“Scripture cannot be broken,” and “Till heaven and 
‘earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt. 5), as well as 
his solemn affirmation regarding his own words (Mark 
13). Our Lord’s weapon of defense against our arch 
enemy, Satan, was, “It is written,” “It is written,” “It 
is written” then graciously to us, too, the Holy Spirit 
has given the same impregnable Scriptures he used, 
“The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 
The Spirit also declares that “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable’ (2 Tim. 3). 

And lastly, but chiefest of all reasons, Christ the 
Son of God is himself the Word, which started to 
speak of him when God said, “Let there be light,” 
and resumed again in the new creation when “In the 
beginning was the Word and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God,” and to insure the identifica- 
tion, “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us.” 
My course, the only sensible one, was thus made 
plain; so, like Christian smitten down by Apollyon, my 
hand grasped the sword of the Word and~Apollyon 
and his hosts scurried away for a time. Trusting it 
as a child, I applied it, and it worked, and it has con- 


tinued to work ever since. In any real sense in which 
any Christian is a child of God, it is because he has 
been “born again, not of corruptible seed, but of in- 
corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all 
the glory of man as the flower of grass. ~The grass 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: but 
the word of the Lord endureth for ever.” 

Right at this juncture let me add a greatly needed 
word of caution,’ This heavenly Word will not yield 
its sweets unless it is handled with due reverence. He 
who would “treat the Bible like any other- book,” 
as men so glibly, and it seems almost flippantly, say, 
would better never open it, for he will find no food, 
no treasure,—the Spirit will have left its pages. Let 
this fundamental rule be graven on the tablets of the 
heart, “Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord” (Psa. 
115), “That thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy 
God always” (Deut. 14). 

With that fruitful experience of testing the Word 
at its own valuation, reiterated as it has been all down 
the centuries, I became then and there a philosopher in 
a new sense, a Christian pragmatist, for “pragmatism” 
is the hall mark of the thing that is practical and effi- 
cient; it is based on the fundamental dictum of C. S. 
Peirce, friend of William James who. exploited it, 
that “every truth has practical consequences and these 
are the test of its truth.” Let me now ask, with the 
utmost confidence, where in this wide world is there 
any teaching like our Bible in its “practical conse- 
quences”? Job’s friend Elihu went to that school, 
for he cried out, “Who teacheth like him’? What 
authority, what other power is there given among 
men which when applied with an honest heart trans- 
forms the nature, ennobles the prostitute to love holi- 
ness and become an angel of mercy, raises the beggar 
and the sot from the gutter to set them among the 
princes of the earth? 


The Word Responds to Practical Testing 


Where is there in this wide universe a teaching like 
Christ’s which when applied to the woes of this sin- 
distraught world dispels misery and composes all hu- 
man difficulties, makes loving friends of nations but 
recently bent on mutual destruction, and sets up a 
kingdom of righteousness and establishes standards of 
judgment tempered by mercy? We may ask and ask 
again, and we may seek, as many have done for a 
lifetime, but it is all in vain, for but one answer is pos- 
sible, namely, that our God speaks authoritatively 
through the Bible, that text-book of heavenly thera- 
peutics, with an ever-present power to heal and to 
compose all the vexed world’s disorders, and that 
nowhere else does he so speak; and that all his speech 
is identified with Christ, his Son, who appears unmis- 
takably here. 

But as I write, this word “pragmatism” begins to 
echo through my mind as something strangely familiar ;** 
did not some one of yore,-even before Peirce’s day, 
say something like this? I have it, in a writing more 
than eighteen centuries ago by another great prag- 
matist—this most excellent injunction, “Prove all 
things; hold fast that which is good,” and yet far- 
ther back a great Rabbi whose name was Wonderful, 
Counsellor, extended this invitation, “Come and see”; 
are not these last two ancient pregnant sentences the 
very sublimation of pragmatism, our most modern 
philosophy? Is it not, too, but the supreme wisdom 
and experience of the world in its daily affairs? 

Christians who have journeyed far and who have 
taken God’s Word as their viaticum, their daily food, 
must often be conscious of the impossibility of pre- 
senting adequately the full grounds of their faith to 
an inquirer. For example, as a parallel, how can I 
convincingly make clear to one who has never known 
love, why and how much I love my mother? How 
can one in a few brief sentences tell him who has 
always turned to his own way, and followed the de- 
sires of his own mind, why we love our Friend and 
Kinsman Redeemer, our daily Guide and Counsellor ? 

uch reasoning from daily experiences and personal 
contacts is readily held valid in our -estimations of 
men; then why not, I ask, in an appreciation of God 
and his Word? An argument of this kind, by its very 
nature unpresentable, is cumulative, and keeps on 
growing until wrought into the very fibers of one’s 
being, until its denial becomes equivalent to the very 
negation of life. It is this that oftenest brings con- 
viction to those who may be dumb when asked for any 
reasoned presentation of the grounds of their faith. 

I know that the Bible is the Word of God because 
in it I learn of his Holy Spirit of whom Christ said, 
“Ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall 
be in you,” while the world cannot receive the Spirit 
of Truth “because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
him,” wherein lies one of the paradoxes of the Chris- 
tian life. The world is settled in its conviction, the 
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axiom that only “seeing is believing.” The Christian 
triumphantly exclaims, “Nay, my brother, in the 
realm of the affections and in the commerce of the 
Spirit, always, believing is seeing!” And he turns 
gratefully to his Teacher as he recalls the promise, 
“Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know 
all things.” We are thus dealing, my brother, my 
sister, with that greatest of gifts received of the 
Father after the ascension of Christ to take his seat 
at the right hand of the Majesty on High, the prom- 
ise of the Holy Ghost, poured out abundantly like the 
refreshing rains, the Witness under whose loving 
tutelage we know and grow continually in the knowl- 
edge of Christ, that heritage of the church who is 
too little known and claimed to-day. 

I believe that the Bible is the Word of God because 
of the very mystery of the Person in the Old Testa- 
ment who at last stands revealed in the blaze of glory 
of Christ’s coming to destroy the works of the Devil 
and to bring to naught him that had the power of 
death, that is to say, the Devil. Step by step through 
the successive ages was he revealed ever more and 
more clearly, and yet when he came he was so differ- 
ent, so above all expectations that none knew him until 
finally he opened up the Scriptures and the minds of 
men and pouring out his Holy Spirit as the efficient 
agent transformed all who heard and received the mes- 
sage into new-born men. 

I accept the Bible as the Word of God because of 
its own miraculous character, born in parts in the 
course of the ages and yet completed in one great har- 
monious whole, the continuous development and enlarge- 
ment of that great taproot of all prophecy, the promise 
to the woman of One who was to be the Redeemer of 
our race and the curse of the serpent,— “I will put 
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enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). Here from the 
mouth of God himself begins faith’s great highway 
leading from the primal fall down through the ages 
to Christ and full redemption. Without the Bible, all 
God’s precious parables in Nature, his other book to 
which the key was lost, are utterly lost, and nature, 
exploited merely for lucre or for the pride of science 
is degraded and ruined. When all men duly honor 
the Bible, we shall have a restored nature, smiling 
and beautiful and rich in spiritual lessons for anointed 
eyes, more precious than all material gains. 

I testify that the Bible is the Word of God because 
it is food for the spirit just as definitely as bread and 
meat are food for the body. We feel hunger and take 
food and are refreshed and go forth to work and to 
do that we could not accomplish without food, Like- 
wise do we hunger for God. “My soul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth for the courts of the Lord: my heart 
and my flesh crieth out for the living God. . . ‘Blessed 
is the man whose strength is in thee.’ And as our 
Lord said to the woman at the well, “Whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst. ... If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink.” So we come to our Father’s table 
and find food and drink to the satisfying of the spirit, 
and as we feed regularly we are transformed daily in 
the knowledge and likeness of him; and should any 
one seek to entice us to other tables, we turn wonder- 
ingly to our Host and say to him like Peter of old, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words 
of eternal life.” 


BaLTimorE, Mp. 
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When a Little Boy Introduced the Minister 


And thereby helped win his mother for Christ 








By Lucy L. H. Soule 























N ACCOUNT of various experiences in my life 

I had at last grown to feel that God was not for 
me, but, longing that my little son should have a 
chance to find the joy I had read about, but missed, 
I sent him to the nearest Sunday-school, believing 
that if God were in any evangelical church he must 
be in the nearest one. My little son had asked me 
to please come some Sunday to church, but I had not 
yielded. I had been hungry for so many years and 
so filled with yearning for something, though I knew 
not what, that I had lost hope of ever gaining that 
peace of which I’d read. I scarcely ever read my 
Bible, — it seemed like a closed book to me, 

A new pastor had recently come to this church, 
but I had not met him, One day as I was tending my 
veranda vines and my little son was playing near-by 
I heard him cry out, “Oh, mamma, here comes my 
minister!” and then followed the childish greeting. 
So it was through a little child I met the new pastor. 
I told the pastor of the recent death of my mother and 
he a “Perhaps that is Christ’s way of leading you 
to him.” 

Those few words told me that here stood one who 
knew for a certainty that Christ was real, was living, 
and was even now calling souls to himself. I listened, 
amazed, and was conscious of hearing myself con- 
fessing that I was churchless and that I would let 
him be my pastor at least for the time being. The 
next few days I cannot remember, they have been 
so dim in comparison with the one great day. The 
pastor came to see me and I found myself asking 
him the question that had been on my heart for years 
and yet had never before been uttered to any one, 

A question the answer to which I had yearned to 
know and yet could never ask, for something always 
held me back, “What does it mean to be a Christian?” 
And, breathlessly, I waited amazed that at last the 
question had passed my lips. ‘Then quietly the an- 
swer came, with never a look of surprise or criticism 
at my ignorance, “If you will just give your heart 
to Christ right now and ask him to come in and fill 
it and to reign over it always, that will be becoming 
a Christian. You kneel down now beside that chair 
and ask him to come. Will you?” And my own low 
answer, “Yes,” I heard as one in a dream, 

I knelt and asked him to come, and, oh, my friends, 
he came. That night I prayed to God that Christ 
might fill my heart with himself; and as I prayed I 
was conscious of a Presence in the room whom I had 
never known before; and I have not felt alone since 
then. When the pastor was speaking I was conscious 
of but one thought, and that was that here in the room 
with me was one who believed in a living Christ who 
could save, and I seemed to hear a voice I had heard 
for years but had never understood, and had always 
turned away from. I knew the moment I surrendered 
my heart and cried out in prayer to him that the voice 
I had heard was the voice of Jesus, and I knew that 
God's promise, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me,” was fulfilled. This was a few years ago, and 








never once since then have I felt alone; God’s prom- 
ise, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee,” has 
been kept. I always think of my conversion day as 
my birthday, for it was a birth into a life so new, so 
different from the old, weary, yearning life that it 
was like the casting off of an old garment and the 
putting on of a new radiant one. 

The pastor told me to read my Bible every day 
and always read it upon my knees and he said, “Each 
day before you read ask God in prayer to illuminate 
it. to you.” I have done so save in times of severe 
illness. | 

My friends, I want to tell you something of the 
way in which the joy and victory in the Christ-life 
has come to me. Just after the new birth I prayed 
that God would lay out for me the plan of Bible read- 
ing which he desired. This is the plan I have used 
ever since and the Word of God grows clearer and 
more beautiful to me day by day. First, one chapter 
in the New Testament, one Psalm or chapter of 
Proverbs, and then one other chapter of the Old Tes- 
tament. When I have read the New Testament 
through I begin again, and so with each one of the 
three portions no matter how far in the others I may 
have reached. Wherever I have wondered if I ought 
to change my course of Bible study something has 
| eg me back, so I humbly believe this is God’s plan 

or me. 

A few days after conversion I began to grasp in 
some measure the marvelous love of Jesus Christ to 
save me the moment I called upon him after all those 
years of neglect of him, and I vowed unto him that 
I would follow so far as I knew wherever he led. 
Soon his words, ‘Every one therefore who shall con- 
fess me before men, him will I‘ also confess before 
my Father who is in heaven,” and “He that doth not 
take his cross and follow after me, is not. worthy 
of me,” kept ringing in my ears, and with them al- 
ways came those words, “He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved.” And so in a few weeks I was 
baptized and confessed my belief in the Lord Jesus 
Christ before the world. . 

I cannot describe the joy I have found in the com- 
munion with him which comes through prayer; I 
cannot ffnd adequate words for the love that wells up 
in my heart for him, because “he first loved” me, but 
I can express something of what the Christ-life means 
to me when I say that my desire above all things is 
to “please him” and to so stand to one side that his 
glorious light and love may shine through me and that 
— of this, other hearts may look to him and be 
saved. 

“I know that my Redeemer liveth,” I know that 
“without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto 
him,” and I know that, “whosoever shall confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth in him, and he 
in God.” I know these things because they are writ- 
ten in God’s Holy Word, because Jesus Christ said, 
av in God” and because of the affirmation within 
myself. 

And now very humbly and with contrite, loving 
heart I lay this tribute upon the altar of my devotion 
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before God and, claiming Jesus’ promise, “Whatsoever 
ye shall ask in my name, that will I do,” I pray that 
he may bless these words to others and that, because 
of these words, hearts may be born into his glorious 
Kingdom ad into his peace and joy “which passeth 
understanding.” 


WoLtastTon, Mass. 
we 


A Night of Prayer 
Why Not in Our Day? 


|X THE Australian revivals of 1902, two hundred 
souls were saved in one church in one day. Why? 
Two hundred believers had prayed all night! Why 
not in owr day 

In 1741, under the preaching of Jonathan Edwards, 
“a thoughtless, vain, irreligious assembly became sud- 
denly so overwhelmed with sobs and cries —some 
clutching the pews as though already sliding into hell 
—that a minister seized the preacher by his dress, 
exclaiming: ‘Mr. Edwards, Mr. Edwards, is not God 
a God of mercy?’” Hundreds of Christians had been 
prostrate before God the whole night pleading in be- 
half of this assembly. Why not in our day? 

In the Scotch revival of 1630, five hundred con- 
versions took place under a single sermon by John 
Livingstone. A vast assembly had spent all night in 
prayer and praise. Why not in our day? 

_Early Methodism flourished spiritually on its all 
night meetings and its days of fasting and prayer. 
Why not in our day? 

It was an all night meetitmg in the Meody Bible In- 
Stitute some twenty-five years ago that sent Dr. R. A. 
Torrey around the world, and multitudes were con- 
verted. Why not all night meetings in our day? 

Let the days and nights of prayer return to the 
Church, and the days and nights of revival will return. 
_ The Baptist Bible Union of North America is call- 
ing the whole evangelical world to “three days of con- 
certed prayer” the first three days in April. On Sun- 
day, April 5, the Sunday-school world will be study- 
ing the second of Acts. What more fitting thing than 
that the Saturday evening preceding be spent by be- 
lievers everywhere in penitent petition to God for a 
fresh visitation from on_high,—letting the meeting 
extend until midnight, OR EVEN UNTIL MORN- 
ING, wherever the Spirit of God seems thus to lead? 
Ah, then Pentecost would cease to be with many a 
mere historical fact and would become a present glori- 
ous experience! : 

Why not in OUR day—“not by might, nor by 
power,” but by the Spirit of him who is “the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever,” and who is wait- 
ing, waiting, waiting, to do “great and mighty things” 
which the Church knows not. Will you not ask God 
what response to him he would have YOU make to 
this appeal? Will YOU be one to observe the first 
three days of April in prayer? And to give yourself, 
alone or with others, to intercession dn Saturday night, 
April 42 Will YOU be one of many to “pray with- 
out ceasing” until revival comes? 








| Prem a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon | 




















From which some having swerved have turned 
aside unto vain jangling (1 Tim. 1:6). Who con- 
cerning the truth have erred, saying that the res- 
urrection is past already (2 Tim. 2:18). 


S THE Russellites who assert that Christ came in 
1874 and that the resurrection was in 1878! 

The word used for “swerved” and “erred” is asto- 
cheo, to miss the mark. They have shot by the target 
with their paradoxes of sham science; swerved fro 
—as an arrow from the mark, or the pitcher’s curv 
ball from the base, — missing the vital things of char- 
ity, a pure heart and a good conscience in the first ine 
stance and sound opinions of the faith in the second. 


Astocheo is used once again in 1 Tim. 6:21. The 
oppositions of science which some professing have 
erred (estochesan). Material and intellectual covet- 
ousness are the two things which lead men away 
from Christ. Those who give themselves over to 
false culture miss the mark of the prize of the high 
calling. Those who strain after money pierce them- 
selves with many pains’ even as if they shot arrows 
into their own bodies. 

New Hampton, N. H. 

we 


The new edition of Dr. A. T. Pierson’s “The Acts 
of the Holy Spirit” will be found particularly helpe 
ful in connection with this week’s lesson, “The Bless 
ing of Pentecost.” It may be had from The Sunday 


School Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1, postpaid, 


The full edition of “The Life and Epistles of the 
Apostle Paul” by Conybeare and Howson, announce 
last week at $3, may now be obtained from The Sun- 
oe Times Company, Philadelphia, at $2, post- 
paid, 


tatiana stiles , \. 
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Lesson for April 5 
Acts a 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


+ SS 








| What Professor Einstein Saw in Palestine 
‘By Thomas M. Chalmers 


The modern miracle that impressed z 


the great Jewish scientist 





Founder and Missionary Director of the 
New York Jewish Evangelization Society 
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R. HERMAN BERNSTEIN, editor of The 
Jewish Tribune, New York, has reported to 
his paper an interview he held recently in Berlin 
with Professor Albert Einstein, the great. Jewish 
scientist and protagonist of the theory of relativity. 


Mr. Bernstein says of the scientist: “Einstein’s face . 


beamed as he spoke of his visit to Palestine and of 
the achievements of the Jewish people he observed in 
the Holy Land.” Professor Einstein said: ; 

“I have seen with my own eyes the energetic work 
that is being done by the Jews in Palestine. They are 
doing there constructive work of the first order. The 
interest of the higher spheres among the Jews for 
Palestine has increased as a result of the Jewish 
achievements in Palestine.. And the work in Palestine 
has contributed considerably to the strengthening of 
the international~ feeling of solidarity among the 
Jewish people. 

“The economic war which Poland is waging against 
her Jews has also contributed to the work of coloniza- 
tion in Palestine. The economic pressure against the 
Jews of Poland has forced many of those who were 
connected with important industries to emigrate to 
Palestine and settle there. It was inconceivable that 
occupation could be found for all the new settlers in 
so short a period. It isa miracle. The land of Israel 
is actually being built anew. 

“Dr. Weizmann, who visited Germany recently, had 
a great moral success there, particularly among the 
ig and non-Jewish intellectuals. People who had 

indifferent or even antagonistic to Zionism and 
Palestine were converted by him. He is a wise leader, 
a reat statesman.” 


4 
Dr. Weizmann Again in America 


ff new visit to our country of Dr. Chaim Weiz- 
mann, President of the World Zionist Organiza- 
tion, is likely to prove of much significance. This is 
his fourth annual visit, and he comes, landing 
February 11, on a month’s visit, fresh from a 
remarkable world tour, “during which he was received 
by leading governmental dignitaries and enthusiastic- 
ally welcomed by Jewish communities,” says The New 
Palestine. While in this country Dr. Weizmann “will 
endeavor to bring to final and concrete form his nego- 
tiations for the organization of the American branch 
of the Jewish agency.” He is also to push forward the 
campaign of raising a large sum of money for the 
Palestine Foundation Fund, which is doing energetic 
work in the rebuilding of the Jewish national home. 

Dr. Weizmann is enthusiastic “over the steady 
progress made in Palestine during the past year.” In 
every phase of the Zionist program — immigration, 
agricultural and urban development, education, and 
the like, he reports striking forward steps. Dr. Weiz- 
mann is to hasten back to England, and thence to 
Palestine,-for the formal opening, April 1st, of the 
Hebrew University. 


+. 
Striking Contrasts 


o 
How the Zionists are making progress in the Holy 
Land is seen clearly in the following items taken 
from The New Palestine: 


“More than three years ago I was one of a party 
invited to visit an Arab village near Jerusalem. Motor 
cabs were not so numerous then, and we traveled by 
carriage along the highway until we came to Abu 
Ghosh, and found ourselves surrounded by the stony 
hills of Judea, gray and unattractive in their barren- 
ness. After inspecting the village, I climbed one of 
the heights, and there my gaze met the picture of 
stretches of untilled ground, rocks, crags, and boul- 
A coun- 
try without a people, earth unplanted, soil unfarmed. 
But a short distance from Jerusalem, this waste and 
desolation belied the reputation of a land flowing with 
milk and honey. The place was called Dilb, and in 
Biblical times by the Hebrews Kiryath Anavim (city 
of grapes). 

“A month or two ago, the Jewish vendor who sup- 
plies our quarter with a few commodities asked 
whether we would purchase grapes, grapes from Kir- 
yath Anavim. Firstfruits from the Jewish settlement 
there. As I plucked them off the heavy clusters and 
their sweetness slaked my thirst, I saw Dilb as it is 
to-day, for I have often been there since my first ac- 
quaintance. I saw again the neatly terraced hills, 
pines growing at the side of the dusty road; the farm- 
yard; the barracks, the unpolished wood of which was 
hidden by glorious roses —and the vineyards. Those 
flinty rocks had yielded to the plow in Jewish hands. 
Opposite there was still the some picture of desola- 
tion. The uncultivated hills close round this fruitful 


spot as the sea encompasses an island. And Kiryath 
Anavim was selling grapes in Jerusalem —and milk, 
too, brought to the town on a motor van. Mifk and 
the honey of grapes.” 


& 
The Well of Harod—Then and Now 


6O"TSHEN you could not approach the Well of Harod 

—even your horse would stumble in the bog, and, 
knee-deep in water, silently beg you to choose another 
path. A mile from ancient Jezreel, a fever-infested 
spot, stagnant pools, a hot sun and no shade: why — 
is the equine query —do you linger here? And after 
you have strained the animal’s patience and still the 
marsh is untraversed, you turn back and take a longer 
route. The Valley of Jezreel closed to traffic! « The 
ancient granary —a mosquito-breeding bed! 

“The tourist to-day lightly steps down from the 
Studebaker which has raced in a few moments over 
those fields where then your horse feared to tread. 
Shoe-shod he walks with the guide right to the mouth 
of the Well, sees the clear water carried away under- 

round, an engine house impudently standing where 

ideon fell on his knees to lap the water with his 
hands. The tourist finds eucalyptus and casurarina 
trees on the Gilboa hills; the corn fields and the hay- 
gathering make a pretty picture. Ain Harod, the 
settlement by the Well, that evening looks prosperous. 
At Haifa, too, he eats grapes, and when they tell him 
they are the first crop from the Valley of Jezreel, he 
says: ‘Qh, really??"— From a Palestine letter. 


b-4 
® 
Three Million Dollars for Memorial Scholarships 


S INDICATING the trend of the times and the 

fad for doing great things, the following an- 
nouncement in The American Hebrew of February 27th 
is significant. There is also much that is worthy in 
the scheme here outlined: 

“A preliminary gift of $3,000,000 for the endow- 
ment of an American supplement of the Cecil Rhodes 
scholarship was announced by Simon Guggenheim, 
member of the Guggenheim mining family and former 
U. S. Senator from Colorado, 

“The fund will go under the name of the John 
Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowships 
for advanced study abroad, and is established jointly 
by Mr. Guggenheim and his wife as a permanent 
memorial to their son, John Simon Guggenheim, who 
died on April 26, 1922, while preparing to enter Har- 
vard, preliminary to studying abroad. 

“Although patterned after the Rhodes scholarships, 
the Guggenheim fellowships will be open to students 
generally older, and both men and women of proved 
ability will be eligible. Approximately $2,500 a year 
will be available for each scholarship. . . . There are 
to be no limitations as to race, creed, or color, con- 
dition of marriage or bachelorhood. . .-. The purposes 
of the foundation are given as improvement of edu- 
cation and the pursuit of the arts and professions, en- 
couragement of research work, and promotion of 
better international understanding. There is to be no 
restriction as to the courses studied.” 








Eighteen Hundred and Forty Jewish Immigrants arrived 
in Palestine in the month of January. 


The Receipts of the Jewish National Fund in December, 
1924, reached the sum of £20,786, as compared with £7,000 in 
December, 1923. 


It is Estimated that Fully Two Million Pounds were in- 
vested in buildings alone in the past eighteen months in 
the principal centers of Palestine, yet the shortage is con- 
siderable. 


Six Million Dollars have been presented by American 
Jews during the past three years, through the Palestine 
Foundation Fund, and this sum has been allotted to the 
support of Jews who have emigrated to Palestine and for 
the reconstruction of the land. 


The Reappointment of Sir Herbert Samuel for another 
term as High Commissioner of Palestine is asked in a pe- 
tition addressed to the British Government by the execu- 
tive committee of the Union of Orthodox Rabbis in the 
United States and Canada. The National Council of Pales- 
tine Jews (Vaad Leumi) is also taking steps in the same 
direction. 


A New Pro-Zionist Society, comprising Chinese, Japanese, 
Parsees, Hindus, and Moslems, both Arab and Indian, has 
been formed in Shanghai by Dr. Ariel Bension, says The 
Jewish Chronicle (London). It is intended to be the 
nucleus of similar societies all over Asia, which are to 
have for their keynote the return of the Jews to Asia for 
co-operation as an Asiatic people with the rest of the peo- 
ples of Asia. 


Recent Zionist Expansion in Palestine 


T IS most significant that the Zionist movement 

has made rapid and splendid: advancement in Pales- 
tine during recent months. There has been as one 
enabling factor the encouraging growth in the receipts 
of the Palestine Foundation Fund (the Keren 
Hayesod). The $27,000,000 invested by Jews in 
Palestine in six years. since the armistice and the 
settling of fifty thousand Jews in the land since the 
British occupation are having a great effect. All 
this laid a secure foundation for the recent prog- 
ress. 

Jewish immigration has taken a new turn since the 
beginning of 1924. In that year seventeen thousand 
Jews returned to the Holy Land, over fourteen thou- 
sand being admitted in the last seven months of that 
period. There is now no unemployment in Palestine, 
which is remarkable in view of the 1,250,000 unem- 
ployed in Great. Britain. House building goes on rap- 
idly, yet not sufficiently to. prevent a serious shortage. 
The drainage of swamps is nearing completion in 
several important sections, and the decrease in malarial 
cases is very marked. The entry of many. families 
and individuals of means has greatly atded the devel- 
opment of the country. The effect of this new mi- 
gration will be seen more fully as time goes on. 
Many factories of importance are going up or are 
already at work, and their products will aid greatly 
in changing the character of Palestine exports after 
supplying the needs of the country. The recent pur- 
chase of thirty-four thousand acres of land near Haifa 
has: added much to the land holdings of the Zionists. 


Formal Opening of the Hebrew University 


fin great national institution of the Jewish people, 
the Hebrew University, whose foundation stones 
(twelve of them) were laid during the War, on July 
24, 1918, and whose activities have been long heralded 
but have only recently begun in the opening of the 
Institute of Jewish Studies in December last, is to 
have its formal opening April ist in the presence 
of and by Lord Arthur James Balfour. It is a fine 
bit of courtesy to ask the author of the celebrated 
Balfour Declaration to preside at the ceremonies that 
inaugurate this crown of the coming national educa- 
tional system of the new Jewish nation in Palestine. 
Many other famous personages are to be present, in- 
cluding Dr. J. H. Hertz, Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, 
Dr. Weizmann. 

The Zionist Organization has announced that a 
bust of Lord Balfour, by the famous Polish Jewish 
sculptor, Professor Henryk Glicenstein, will be pre- 
sented by the London Zionists in the presence of Lord 
Balfour, and in connection with the opening cere- 
monies, to the Univer8ity, which is located on Mount 
Scopus, a spur of the Mount of Olives. This bust 
was exhibited in the Royal Academy, London, last 
year. The-London Times stated at that time that it 
was “the finest piece of sculpture of the year.” 


Jews Oppose New Calendar 


[7 IS known to many readers that the League of 
Nations has under projection, in one of its com- 
mittees, the reforming of the present civil calendar. 
The week and the month do not coincide either at 
their beginning or ending, and some months have 
thirty, others thirty-one, days, while one month has 
but twenty-eight days. It is proposed that the year 
have thirteen months of twenty-eight days each, leav- 
ing one day more in common years and two days in 
leap years. These overplus days are not to have any 
name or date given them, but may be called New 
Year’s Day or receive some other such name. 

Such a scheme will break the continuity of the days 
of the week as we now have them, so that, as Jews 
complain, the first Saturday after the first New Year’s 
Day will fall on a Sunday. This would make great 
confusion in the reckoning of holidays and of all holy 
days. Jews are protesting against this innovation. 
While it might prove of much benefit to certain classes 
of men, it would certainly not yield the results now 
claimed for it. Yet will not something like this come 
to pass in the near future? Many believers hold 
that the League of Nations is the forerunner of the 
coming United States of Europe, which will form 
the revived Roman empire predicted in Daniel and 
Revelation. Now that coming confederacy and its 
leader, the Antichrist, “shall think to change times and 
laws” (Dan. 7:25). Is the present proposal another 
indication of the near approach of the end? 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 2 


APRIL 5. THE BLESSING OF PENTECOST 


Golden Text.—Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.—Acts 2: 38 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By W. Graham Scroggie 
Foreword ; 
HE theme of the “Acts” is “The Church of 
God, which he acquired with his own blood” 
(20:28). The Book records the acts of the 
Holy Spirit in and through the Church. A Negro 


has aptly described it as “A Book of Words concern- 
ing Deeds.” 


The Historical Setting 

As the Book of the Acts is to be our theme for the 
next nine months it will be well if, at the very be- 
ginning, we get a comprehensive idea of its setting in 
the New Testament. 

The New Testament is in three parts: 








I 2 
Matthew to Acts Romans to Jude Reveiation 
Historical Doctrinal Prophetical 
Or, it may be divided in this way: 
Matthew to John Acts to Jude Revelation 
The Christ The Church The Consummation 


In each view the Acts is the link between the Christ 
and the Church, between the Story of the Divine Per- 
son and the Story of a Divine Institution. 

Historically, this is perhaps the most important book 
in the New Testament because it is the hinge on which 
two dispensations swing, — the Jewish, and the Chris- 
tian. Taking the broadest view, we may say that in 
the Old Testament is the Preparation for Christ; in 
the Gospels is the Manifestation of Christ; and in 
Acts to Revelation is the Realization of Christ — Past 
in the Acts, Present in the Epistles, and Future in the 
Apocalypse. 

The Book of the Acts is the first chapter of Church 
History, nee on it is an unfinished book. Luke 
who wrote a Life of Christ, and this Book, intended 
probably to write a third, but the purpose did not 
materialize; and in any case he could not have finished 
the Story, for it is not finished yet, in A. D. 
1925. Though the canonical is not the chron- 
ological order of the Books yet it is the true or- 
der, — the Christ making possible the Church, and the 
Church preparing for the Consummation. Get this set- 
ting po i sequence well into your mind. A true per- 
spective will be invaluable in the studies which lie 
before us. 


The Expository Meaning 

Verses 34, 35.—Will they who deny the predictive 
element in the Old Testament tell us to whom Psalms 
16: 8-11 and 110:1 refer? The latter passage is a 
center of controversy, but listen to what Christ had 
to say about it in Matthew 22: 41-45. 


Verse 36.—Well may this verse begin with the word 
asphalos, certainly, assuredly, for we can be sure. 
God made this same Jesus whom ye crucified, both 
Lord and Christ. Mark Jesus, the earthly name; 
Christ, the official designation; Lord, the heavenly 
title. From his ascénsion the Son is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Why then do we persist irreverently in call- 
ing him Jesus? 
call our king George. 

Verse 38.—In the name of Jesus Christ. The prep- 
osition is not en, but epi, making it emphatic that the 
ground of baptism was repentance, the recognition of 
Jesus as the Christ, and that “unto the remission of 
sins,” 

Verse 39.—All that afar off; that is, Gentiles. Peter 
substitutes this for the words “among the remnant” 
in Joel 2:32. Peter himself did not know yet all that 
this promise meant (cf. 10: 9-16). 

Verse 40.—Crooked. Compare Luke 3:5; Philip- 
pians 2:15; 1 Peter 2:18. 

Verse 41.—Added. It does not say to whom or to 
what (cf. v. 47). 

Verse 42.—They were steadfastly-continuing (v. 46) 
in the teaching of the apostles, and in fellowship; that 
is, in the comradeship and brotherhood of the whole 
Church, and not of the apostles as the Authorized 
Version would lead one to think; this fellowship ex- 
pressing itself in practical ways (v. 45); and in the 
breaking of bread which almost certainly means the 
observance of the Lord’s Supper; and the prayers of- 
fered alike in temple, synagogues, and private houses. 

Verse 43.—Wonders and signs. Compare verse 22. 

Verses 44, 45.—Common is koina, and fellowship (v. 
42) is kotnonia. Selfishness destroys fellowship; 
Christianity destroys selfishness. 

Verse 46.—Breaking bread at home (R. V.). . This 
does not mean that each disciple broke bread in his 
own house, but that they gathered at the private Chris- 
tian place of meeting, as contrasted with the temple, 


As well might we in Great Britain’ 


Devotional Reading: Joel 2: 28-32. 
Primary Topic: Jesus Making People Glad. 


Lesson Material: Acts 2: 1-8, 36-47. 
Memory Verse: They took their hood with gladness.—Acts 


Topic: What Happened on the Day of Pentecost, 
Lesson Material: Acts 2. - 
Memory Verse: Acts 2: 4. 

Intermediate and Senior Topic : The S' of Pentecost. 


be. ~~ Naame People and Adults: The Holy Spirit in the. 











The_ portion of whe text indicated by the International 
esson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 36-47 


36 Let J all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly, 
that God hath made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom ye crucified. 

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked- in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
Brethren, what shall we do? 38 And Peter said unto them, 
Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
ef Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For to you 
is the promise, and to your children, and to al] that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lorca our God shall call unto 
him. 4 And with many other words he testified, and ex- 
horted them, saying, Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation. 41 They then “that received his word were 
baptized: and there were added unto them in that day 
about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued sted- 
fastly in the apostles’ teaching and ‘fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders 
and signs were done through the apostles.‘ 44 And all 
that believed were together, and had all things common; 
45 and they sold their possessions and goods, and parted 
them to all, according as any man had need. 46 And day 
by day, continuing stedfastly with one accord in the tem- 
ple, and breaking bread at home, they took their food with 
gladness and singleness of .heart, 47 praising God, and hav- 
ing favor with all the people. And the Lord added ‘to 
them Way by day those that *were saved. 

2Or, every house 2Or, having received ®Or, in fel- 
lowship * Many ancient authorities add in Jerusalem; 


and great fear was upon all. Gr. together. ¢Or, were 
being saved 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








in order to observe the Lord’s Supper. The next 

clause refers to ordinary meals. With gladness; 

abounding joy (agalliasei) ; compare its occurrence in 
uke 1:14, 44; and only twice again in the New Tes- 

tament — Hebfews 1:9; Jude 24. 

_ Verse 47.—Those who were being saved. The add- 

ing kept pace with the saving. 


The Homiletical Form 


It will be well as we start on this nine months’ 
course, to get a broad view of the contents of this 
_ an outline into which our detailed analyses will 


t. 

_ The key is hanging on the handle of the door. It 
is in 1:8. The Church is to witness to and for Christ, 
first in Jerusalem, then in Judea and Samaria, and 
then to the ends of the earth. Chapters 1 to 7 is a 
record of the City Witness, 8 to 12 of the Provincial 
Witness, and 13 to 28 of the World-wide Witness. 
The first period is Jewish, the third is Gentile, and 
the second is the Transition from the one to the other. 
In each part the witness centers prominently in a city: 
in one it is Jerusalem, in two it is Antioch, and in 
three it is Rome. Also in each part is an outstanding 
preacher: in one it is Peter, in two it is Barnabas, and 
in three it is Paul. 


Master these details. Make a diagram of thent for 


your Bible. Put them on the blackboard for your 
class. 
Acts —A Book or CurIstiAN WITNESS 
Part 1 Part a Part 3 
1-7 8-12 13-28 
The City The Provinces The World 
Jewish Transition Gentile 
Jerusalem Antioch Rome 
Peter Barnabas Paul 
A. D. 30-37 A. D. 37-44 A. D. 44-63 


From this you will see where our present lesson 
falls and be able to get its connections. In Part 1 
are discernible seven sections: (1) Founding of the 
Church, 1:1 to 2:13. (2) Witness of the Church, 2: 
14-47. (3) Opposition to the Church, 3:1 to 4:31. 
(4) Discipline in the Church, 4:32 to 5:16. (5) 
Testing of the Church, 5:17-42. (6) Administration 
in the Church, 6: 1-6. (7) Persecution of the Church, 
6:7 to 8:4. : 

For our immediate purpose che Outline will be: 


1. The Founding of the Church. 1:1 to 2213. 
(1) The Days of Preparation (1: 1-26). 
(2) The Day of Pentecost (2: 1-13). | 
(a) The Manifestation of the Spirit (vs. 


1-4). 
(b) The Marvel of the People (vs. 5-13). 


2. The Witness of the Church, 2: 14-47. 
(1) Their Simple Creed (vs. 14-41). 
(a) The Text of it (vs. 14-36). 
’ (b) The Effect of it (vs. 37-41). 
(2), Their ~Sanctified Conduct (vs. 42-47). 
(a) .Expression of their new life (vs.-42- 


47a). 
(6) Expansion of their true fellowship 
¢v. 47b). 
The Topical Values 


The Day of Pentecost (v. 1).—In Leviticus 23 you 
will find an exposition of the Hebrew Feasts of which 
there are seven: Passover (v. 5), Unleavened Bread 
(vs. 6-8), Wave-Sheaf (vs. 9-14), Pentecost (vs. 15- 
21), Trumpets (vs. 23-25), Day of Atonement (vs. 
26-32), and Tabernacles (vs. 33-44). Without doubt 
these are typical, and tell respectively of Redemption, 
Holiness, Resurrection, the Calling of the Church, 
Israel’s Future Awakening, Repentance and Restora- 
tion, and Millennial Fulness and Glory. 


The Holy Spirit (v. 4). Distinguish between the 
Baptism and the Filling of the Spirit. Both were ex- 
perienced on the Day of Pentecost; compare 1:5 and 
2:4. The Baptism was initial and final, but the Fill- 
ing was repeated (4: 31). 

The Gift of Tongues (vs. 4-6).—The power to 
speak known languages without having learned them 
was limited to the Day of Pentecost. The gift of 
ecstatic language, not an earthly tongue, was not so 
limited, but continued during the Apostolic Age (1 
Cor. 12 to 14), and I gather from 2 Corinthians 13:8 
may still be spoken since that which is “perfect” has 
not yet come. This, however, must be of rare oc- 
currence. 


Peter Before and After Pentecost (v. 14).—This 
study is both. fascinating and’ inspiring. The Lord 
had said to him, “Thou art Simon ... thou shalt be 
Peter.” He became Peter at Pentecost. Before Pen- 
tecost he was characterized by the love of distinction 
(Matt. 13: 28), worldly policy (Matt. 16:22), spir- 
itual short-sightedress (Matt. 17:4), self-confidence 
( Matt. 26: 33-35), self-effort (John 18: 10), impatience 
(John 21:3), and intermeddling (John 21:21). After 
Peftecost all that was changed. How? He exchanged, 
the Self-life for the Spirit-life.. That was all but that 
was everything. 

The First Christian Sermon (vs. 14-40).—It was 
preached by Peter on the day of the Church’s birthday. 
Mark, The Approach (vs. 14-21); The Argument (vs. 
22-36); The Appeal (vs. 37-40). The amazing power 
and effect of this sermon are due to the three facts: 
(1) he preached Christ, (2) he expounded the Scrip- 
tures, (3) he was filled with the Holy Spirit. Every 
preacher may and should so preach. 

Characteristics of the, Early Church (vs. 41-47).— 
Incorporation (v. 41), Instruction (v. 42), Comrade- 
ship (v. 42), Worship (v. 42), Prayer (v. 42), Com- 
“munity of goods (vs. 44, 45), Radiant Joy (v. 46), 
Sincerity (v. 46), and Praise (v. 47). What has taken 
the place of these in the modern Ch 


urch 
The Practical Aim 


What does Pentecost mean to you? Is it just a 
date “in the calendar, or is it something dynamic in 
your life? It is well to know the history of Pentecost 
and to understand the doctrine of it, but the thing of 
supreme importance is to experience the power of it. 
We cannot speak or think too much of the Cross, but 
certainly we may think and s too little of what 
lies beyond it—the Resurrection, and Pentecost. A 
line in one of our hymns says, “Never farther than 
thy Cross.” Let us remember that hymmology is not 
always good theology. It is the purpose of God that 
we shall get a great deal farther than the Cross; 
“leaving” it (Heb. 6:1), not by forsaking it, but as a 
house leaves its foundations, ever resting on it but 
rising from it and pressing on to perfection. 

How rich is your experience? Have you had a 
Calvary experience? An Easter experience? A Pen- 
tecost experience? Infinitely blessed is the work 
which Christ has done for us; but he now wants and 
waits to do an equally blessed work in us. At the 
Cross we take Christ as Saviour, but at Pentecost we 
acknowledge him as our Lord. Calvary settles the 
problem of Sin, and Pentecost settles the problem of 
Self. Is your Self-problem solved? 

Final Word 

A few helps in the study of this Book: For an In- 
troduction, “The Apostolic Age,” Bartlet; good short 
commentaries are “Acts,” Bartlet; “Century Bible 
Series”; long commentaries are “Apostolic History,” 


Baumgarten; Greek commentary, “Expositor’s Gr 
Testament,” Knowling; for exposition, see works by 
Howson, Farrar, Iverach, Ramsay, Sabatier, Stalker, 
Speer, MacLaren, Vaughan. 


EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 





e 


Lesson for April 5 
Acts a 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unuswal .- 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and 
searching character. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff,—Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith,’ and the Associate’ Editor 
of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some 
of the questions to different members of your class, and 
letting them see whether they can discover the answers 
as given in the following issue? 


HO preached the first Christian sermon? 
2. How do we know that it was ten days after the 


ascension of our Lord before the coming of the Holy, 


Spirit at Pentecost? 

3. In what way did this particular Pentecost fulfil its 
type? 

4. What share did the other apostles have, with Peter, in 
this first ingathering of souls? 


s. Have you ever counted the times the Holy Spirit is 
mentioned in the book of the Acts? Of what significance 
is this to you? 

6. What is the relation of the descent of the Holy Spirit 
to the resurrection of Jesus? 

7. What led the Jews to cry out as they did at the preach- 
ing of Peter? 

8 What were some of the immediate results of the 
descent of the Spirit? 


9. Have the effects of the descent of the Spirit at Pen- 
tecost spent themselves? 


10. Prove by. Scripture that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
meets the greatest needs of one who really wants to know 
and serve God. 


11. Show by Scripture how simple the process and how 
surely any child of God may receive the priceless boon — 
the Holy Spirit. 

12, What is the premier weapon of the Spirit, given to 
God’s servants to work wonders with? 

13. What verses in Acts 2 show that Psalm 16 was a 
Messianic prophecy? 

14 What authority have we in our lesson text for always 
addressing our Saviour and speaking of him as “Lord 
Jesus,” or “Christ Jesus,” rather than just “Jesus”? 

1s. What verse in our lesson mentions the disciples’ 
continuance of the observation of the Lord’s Supper? 

16. In what way can the Holy Spirit act as an omni- 
present power that was not possible for Jesus Christ, 
while on earth? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Dr. John McNeill Meeting.—Brethren, what shall 
we do? And Peter said... Repent ye (vs. 37, 38). 
When the future is dark and the present sun is under a 
cloud and a man is right “up against” it and his heart 
cries out, “What shall we do?” there is just the one an- 
swer. It is that of Peter — “Repent ye.” When a fel- 
low is “blue” he is not “headin’” in the right direction, 
as Ike Thompson would say. Let him “head” toward 
the land of perpetual”"summer. When I visit an art 
gallery, pretty much all the blue shadows I see are 
on the winter pictures. Our artists seem to see lots 
of blue snow. Snow is one of the white things (Psa. 
51:7; Isa. 1:18; Matt. 28:3). The Rev. John Mc- 
Neill told us at the Academy of Music, Philadelphia, 
that one time he started to walk from Philadelphia to 
Wilmington. Because a bridge was being repaired he 
had to detour. As he journeyed on he met a tramp. 
“Now,” said the preacher, “your tramp is always a 
gentleman to the ministry. He is also an expert on 
roads and distances. So I said to him in my richest 
brogue [and the Reverend John has some rich brogue], 
‘Friend, how far is it to Wilmington?’ ‘Beggin’ your 
pardon, sir,’ said the tramp, ‘but your reverence’s back 
is against Wilmington. If you want to arrive, sir, 
you must turn all the way around and go in the op- 
posite direction.’ And that,’ added the speaker, “is 
just what repentance is. Now wouldn’t I have been 
a fool, since I wanted to reach Wilmington, not to 
have taken the advice of this road expert, which you 
folks in America call a ‘tramp’?” Those who have 
heard Dr. McNeill, the inimitable, can imagine just 
how he would act the scene on the platform, and how 
telling the illustration, when told in his deep Scotch 
vernacular. Christianity’s call to the whole world was 
(and is) to turn all the way around and go in the op- 
posite direction. The pages of Gibbon and the walls 
of Pompeii indicate it was either that or a Sodom and 
Gomorrah finish, No wonder they came in crowds 


of thousands when they could see a way out, and a° 


hand was held out to help them. 


Climbing.—They continued stedfastly in the apos- 
tles’ teaching and fellowship (v. 42). They did not 
start right out on an amateur preaching tour. There 
is a whole lot more to religion than going to the 
mourner’s bench and being converted. Teaching and 
fellowship are big items. I have been through many 
a “revival” (there is one on now in Coatesville with 
Paul Rader). In these “revivals” I have seen the 
many “converts” coming into the Church — and, alas, 
I have seen the larger part of them filter out of the 
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Church, The principal cause of the drop-out being the 
lack of teaching and fellowship. Those we can get 
into our Bible Classes, and hold there, “stick.” The 
fellowship, the hand shake, the “how-are-you-ol’-top,” 
the gettings together, and the eats, all serve like so 


,many wire nails to hold the fellow fast to the Church 
and the Christian life. 


The Salvation Army works 
the fellowship idea every night at the barracks. It is 
one secret of their success .in holding fast their con- 
verts. I am stressing these points right here because 
we all know some very good Christians who think 
if a Church is not having a continuous revival serv- 
ice it is not proving to be very much of a Church. 
Very few achieve sainthood at a single bound. St. 
Paul did not (Acts 11:26). I have been climbing 
for umpty-eight years, and all those nearest and dear- 
est, I am sure, would tell me I have lots to go. But 
I think I have kept pretty steadfastly in the apostles’ 
teaching, and I know I have never let go the fellow- 
ship. I propose to keep on climbing round by round 
until the Great Hand reaches out and bids me wel- 
come through the big pearl (Rev. 21:21). 


The Real Thing.—Praising God, and having favor 
with all the people (v. 47). The man who praises 
God — really and truly —is generally a man who has 
favor with all the people. There is a whole lot of 
telling God what our opinion of him is which passes 
for “praising God.” This is not what is meant. We 
mean that sort of praise whose other name is obe- 
dience. No one can help liking that type of man or 
woman. . “There’s that big-hearted Mrs. Brown, why, 
do you know, I believe she’d give her head away if it 
were not fast to her neck,” is the way the neighbors 
who love her size her up. As for the Mr. Brown, 
there is not a dead-beat who does not impose upon his 
great Christian generosity. “Brown is dead easy,” is 
the usual neighborhood formula for him, The fel- 
lows down in the mill don’t put it just that way. They 
say, “Any hard-lucker can pull old Brown’s leg.” 
“The early Christians did mot find favor in spite of 
all their praising, but went to their deaths,” do you 
say? Well, the record does not say they found favor 
with all the rulers,—for they certainly did not. It 
says, “having favor with all the people.’ Which is 
all the difference in the world. Indeed, their very 
praising in their several martyrdoms converted the 
people and built up the Church. Paul’s landing in 
the Church through the heroic death of Stephen was 
only the first of many thousands who have been com- 
ing all down the centuries in the same way. The 
Boxer affair in China brought favor to the Church. 
Big pray-ers and poor payers are the breed that puts 
the sneer upon Main Street storekeepers. Even a 
Hebrew merchant knows the real thing in Christian- 
ity when he sees it. So do the heathen, and “the real 
thing” in Christianity has much to do in winning them 
for the Kingdom. ooden houses masquerading as 
stone, celluloid “linen,” handpainted neckties, brass 
jewelry and glass diamonds, and all things else bogus 
are ugly and repellant, but there is nothing quite so 
disgusting as bogus religion. All the world loves the 
real thing which is lived as loudly as it is mouthed 
(Matt. 23: 13-33). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrincipLe oF Depuction.—Train pupils 
to reason down from an accepted truth to its 


applications and implications. 











HILE it is true that the principle of deduction 

is more properly utilized when we are reasoning 
from a general truth rather than dealing with the 
implications of an accepted fact, there seems to be 
justification for what may be called the logic of Pen- 
tecost, by which we mean a consideration of those re- 
sults which followed in fact, and as well those im- 
plications which are wrapped up in the acceptance of 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. April 5.—The Blessing of Pentecost ............... Acts 2 
2. April 12.—The Cripple at the Beautiful Gate ...... Acts 3 
Ce? Te, OE isc ac Se vaxivapocccctccas 1 Corinthians 15 


3. April 19.—Life im the Early Church ..Acts 4:1 to 5:11 
4. April 26.—Stephen the First Martyr ...Acts 6:1 to 7 : 60 
5. May 3.—The Benefits of Total Abstinence, Daniel 1 : 1-20 
6. May 10.—Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer 


Acts 8 : 26-39 
7. May 17.—Saul Becomes a Christian .....+++.. Acts 9: 1-19 
8 May 24.—Saul Begins His Great Career_....Acts 9 : 20-31 
9. May 31.—Peter at Lydda and Joppa ......... Acts 9 : 32-43 


10. June 7.—Peter’s Broadening Vision, Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18 
11. June 14.—The Church in Antioch .......+++ Acts 11 : 19-30 
12. June 21.—Peter Delivered from Prison ...... Acts 12: 1-24 
13. June 28.—Review 


‘as .. 


the fact of the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pente- 
cost. For instance, one of these often noted is the 
transformation wrought in the Apostle Peter which 
manifested itself in a boldness quite in contrast with 
his behavior at the trial of Jesus, and which is evi- 
denced in.the nature of the sermon which he preached. 
It was also the work of the Spirit through the ser- 
mon and in the hearts of those to whom he preached 
that led them to cry out for mercy and to be obedient 
unto repentance and baptism. Their yieldedness to 
the Spirit also brought about that fellowship and unity 
for which the apostolic church has always been cele- 
brated, expressing itself in a recognition of the fact 
that their material possessions were held only in stew- 
ardship. Signs arid wonders also were wrought by the 
apostles, and men stood in awe of the supernatural 
evidences which were manifest on every hand. Of 
course the logical results which flowed fr6ém the im- 
partation of the Spirit are not exhausted in the sec- 
ond of the Acts, indeed the whole book of Acts is 
but the outgrowth of his working, so that it has even 
been suggested that the true title of the book might 
be “The Acts of the Holy Spirit through the Apos- 
tles.” In fact, the Church itself is the logic of Pente- 
cost in this age of the Holy Spirit. 

In verse 33 Peter deduces the conclusion that the 
descent of the Holy Spirit is itself a consequence of 
and therefore a proof of the fact that Jesus has been 
accepted of the Father on high; and he concludes his 
sermon with anether “therefore” which evidently 
proves convincingly to the Jews, that being unable 
to deny the resurrection of Jesus, they are thereby 
convicted as murderers of the Son of God. 

Huntinopon, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list oF lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text aré 
apecially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
a 


The Fire Call.—Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptised: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls (v. 41). 
A band of young preachers once asked John Wesley 
how they could get the multitudes to come to the hear- 
ing of the Gespel. His reply was, “Get on fire and 
the people will come to see you burn.”—From The 
Pentecostal Evangel. Sent by Mrs. W. H.. Sim, 
Holstein, Ont. 

“Travel Stones.”—And all that believed were to- 
gether, and had all things common (v. 44). Some 
“travel stones” have been found in Nevada. They 
are almost perfectly round, of the size of a walnut, 
and iron-like in nature. Placed on the floor two or 
three feet apart, they begin of their own accord to 
rell to a common center, nor do they stop until they 
are all collected together. Pick up one of them and 
put it three and a half feet away, and it will start 
with alacrity to return to its companions. The secret 
is not far to seek. The stones are composed of mag- 
netic iron ore, and attract each other with the power- 
ful force of magnetism. There is a similar attractfon 
among those who love the Lord. They cannot live 
apart. Even when far away from home, and so- 
journers in a strange land, they will seek their fellow- 
Christians and congregate “where prayer is wont to 
be made.”—From the Christian Endeavor World. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


The Christian’s Dying Prayer.—With gladness .. . 
praising God (vs. 46, 47). Gipsy Smith told a tender 
recollection of an old gipsy aumt who had cared for 
him after his mother’s early death, and to whose own 
death-bed he was hastily summoned from a meeting. 
“Auntie,” said he, as he entered the gipsy wagon 
where she was lying, “shall I kneel down and ask God 
to bless you?” “No, my boy,” was her answer, “kneel 
down and thank God because he has blessed me.”— 
From the British Weekly. Sent by W. J. Hart, D. D., 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


Why Be Afraid?—Praising God (v. 47). The other 
day when I got into a tram-car I noticed a little girl 
in the car, all alone, but radiantly happy, humming a 
little tune to herself, a picture of joy. I leaned for- 
ward and said, “Why, my little girl, aren’t you afraid 
of riding all alone in this car?” Her eyes went wide 
at my folly, her lips bubbled with laughter. “Oh,” 
she said, “they can’t hurt me on this tram, my father’s 
the conductor.” We are thundering through the uni- 
verse at inconceivable speed, swept through joy and 
grief, sickness and health, death and life, while all the 
time our heavenly Father is the conductor —only we 
don’t trust and sing in that way. If we trusted God 
more there would be more songs of praise upon our 
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lips.—F'rom Golden Hours. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 

The Old Preacher on Repentance.— 
Repent ye (Golden Text). In a Meth- 
odist camp meeting they had a very dis- 
tinguished Doctor of Divinity from’ New 
York, who preached on repentance in 
such a scholarly way that the people 
were not at all sure that they ever had 
repented, and the longer he preached, 
the more confused they became. At that 

- meeting, also, was a famous old preacher. 
When the Doctor of Divinity finished his 
celebrated sermon on repentance, this old 
man arose and said, “Will you allow me 
to preach on repentance? I will take 
five minutes to do it.” Upon his cane he 
began to walk down the aisle, and every 
step he took he said this, “Il am going 
to hell.” A little bit startled, the people 
began to get up all around the building 
to see him go. He got about two-thirds 
of the way down the aisle and the in- 
terest was at fever heat, when suddenly 
he turned about and said, “I am going 
to Heaven.” Getting up on the plat- 
form he said, “That is repentance.”— 
From Dr. Chapman’s “Revival Sermons.” 
Sent by B. B. Ajemian, Shemtan School, 
Souk-el-Sharb, Lebanon, Syria. . 

Does Repentance Save?—Repenit ye 
- . . wnto the remission of your sins 
(Golden Text). A clergyman talking 
about death-bed conversion said to a 
Christian woman, “Do you think that 2 
death-bed repentance does away with a 
whole life of sin?” “No,” she answered 
quietly, “but Calvary does.”—Sent by 

. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 

Making Lace.—Ye shall receive the 

ift of the Holy Spirit (Golden Text). 

n one of the lace factories in Brussels 
there are a number of smiall rooms de- 
voted to the making of some of the 
most delicate patterns. Each room is 
just large enough for a single worker 
and is quite dark except for one 
narrow window. The worker sits so that 
the light falls directly upon the threads 
while he himself is in the darkness. It 
is in such light from above, given in the 
Holy Spirit, that the Christian is to 
work out the delicate pattern of his life. 
—From London Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Wassif Abd-el-Malik, Samalout, 
Egypt. 

Monoply.—Ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost (Golden Text). I used 
to believe that a few men had a monop- 
oly on the Holy Spirit. Now I know that 
the Holy Spirit has a monopoly on a 
few men.—From James H. McConkey, in 
the Expositor. Sent by Lewis Keast, 
Ishpeming, Mich. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon. 


HEN they heard this, they were 
bricked in their heart (v. 37). The 
same word “pierced,” enure, is used in 
— 19: 34 of the opened heart of the 
rd. Out of the divine heart flowed 
recious blood that human hearts might 
pierced and purged of their “evil 
treasure.” 

In the breaking of the bread (v. 42) 
seems to refer to the Communion bread. 
In Luke 22:19 the evangelist writes, 
And taking “bread” or, a loaf (arton). 
The last supper and passion had given 
a definite significance, to the word bread 
which before it had not possessed. It 
was now the bread, the symbolical bread, 
“and they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ teaching and in the communion 
[of the wine? “The cup of blessing 
which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the body of Christ?”] and in the 
breaking of the bread.” 


And many wonders and signs were 
done by the apostles (v. 43).- Terata, 
wonders, portents, is, as Origen pointed 
out, never found in the New Testament 
save in combination with semeia, signs, 
or with dunameis, powers. Prodigies, 
terata, were common in the pagan world. 
New Testament terata had as their ac- 
companiment words suggesting either 
their symbolical character, pointing to 
God’s purposes of mercy, or their mani- 
festation of the powers of the world to 
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And they continued daily with one ac- 
cord in the temple (v. 46). Homothuma- 
don, of one accord, occurs eleven times 
in the. Acts and once in Romans 15: 6. 
This was the Saviour’s ideal, “that they 
may all be one,” and it seems in Acts to 
have heen closely approximated in the 
apostolic church. In Acts 1:14 homo- 
thumadon is used together with epi to 
auto, translated “with one accord” and 
“together.” The next time epi to auto, 
“in the same place,” appears is in Acts 
4:26, where the rulers are spoken of as 
“gathered in one place against the Lord 
and his anointed.” It is a characteristic 
contrast of Christian history, two en- 
campments each in one place, the little 
flock of the kingdom in prayer and the 
kings of the earth and the rulers in coun- 
cil against them. 

There had been prayer with one ac- 
cord, homothumadon, before and at Pen- 
tecost (Acts 1:14; 2:1). There was 
praise in the temple with one accord 
(Acts 2:46). The result was seen in 
evangelism when Philip went down to 
the e! of Samaria and preached Christ 
“and the people with one accord, homo- 
ee gave heed” to them (Acts 8: 


New Hampron, N. H. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We thank 
thee, Lord Jesus, that when thou didst re- 
turn to the Father, the Holy Spirit was sent 
to those who would receive him. We thank 
thee for the work that he has done and is 
doing in the hearts of those who love thee. 
May we open our hearts to him that he may 
lead us into ali the truth, and strengthen 
us for the work which thou dost give us 
to do. We ask this in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you noticed 
in your study to-day what a glad lesson 
this is? Evidently those who heard Peter 
preaching found something for which 
they were hungry, and which gladderféd 
their hearts. housands gladly received 
his word, and were baptized. They were 
steadfast in following the teachings of 
the Apostles; they went about with glad- 
ness, and with one purpose—to serve 
the Lord. That is just what the Spirit- 
filled Christian should be like. We are 
not to carry gloom around with us; we 


are not to follow the Lord one day and 
then turn away from him the next, and 
while serving him steadfastly, we are to 
be glad about it. Are we living the 
Christian lifé in such a ‘way as to make 
people want to know more about Christ? 
These. new Christians were likable. Are 
you and I fairly representing our blessed 
Lord, as under the touch of the Holy 
Spirit, we let our lives express his pres- 
ence; or are we letting self interfere 
with that? Let us pray. 





THE EARLY CHRISTIAN 


UNSHINY 
TEADFAST 
IMPLE-HEARTED 


ARE YOU? 














” 
Lesson Hymns and Psaims 


“Open my eyes that I may see.” 
“O ’tis a great change.” 

“Send thy Spirit.” 

“Revive us again.” 

“Holy Spirit, faithful guide.” 
“Tust as I am.” 

“O happy day.” 

“Pentecostal power.” 
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done; and in a spirit of sweet, childish 
confidence, she exclaimed, “Oh, daddy, 
isn’t it so hard to be good?” Let the 
the children talk a little while, winning 
their confidence as much as. possible (and 
never, never betray it). 2 

Now : tell the class that ‘years ago: God 
gave the people his law,-with all of its 
just and reasonable demands. The peo- 
ple readily and eagerly promised to keep 
all of God’s holy commandments and 
to do them. But as the years passed they 
repeatedly disobeyed. Some. were sorry, 
and asked God to forgive them. The 
Father in Heaven knew that it was “hard” 
for them “to be good,” so he promised 
the people that one day he would write 
his law in their hearts. 


ministry, just before going back to his 
Father, he told his friends who believed 
on him to wait in Jerusalem for the 
promise of the Father. He was leaving 
them to do his work in the world, and 
they needed to be made like him. For 
they, too, were like the little girl — they 
found it “so hard to be good.” 

So_ they .waited together; no doubt 
thinking and speaking often‘of their ab- 
sent Master. Then one day he came 
into their hearts, bringing his own love, 
joy, and peace—just as he had prom- 
ised them he would. 

After this James and John who once 





(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts o 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) . 

“The Story of Thy Love” (294 : 1-3). 

Psalm 14§ : I-13. 
“My Heart Renew” (117 : 1-3). Psalm 51 : 1-19. 
“Waiting for the Lord” (262 : 1-3). 


Psalm 130 : 1-8. 
“This is the Day” (a35 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118 : 1-9, 17-26. 
“All Earth to Him” (42 : 1-3). 
Psalm 22 : 27-31. 
we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ERHAPS the following incident will 


open the way for a little talk with 


the children about their spiritual difficul- 
ties: A little girl sat on her father’s knee, 
at the close of the day, talking of the 
day’s doings. Somehow, the little one 





was not so satisfied when the day was 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 








When the church getsreally in earnest about this drought it will cease 











come, working for the redemption of this 
needy world. 
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asked to be first, were willing for Peter 
to be first; and Peter, who had weakly 
| denied his Lord, was the first to speak in 
his name. The Father had kept his prom- 
ise, and had written his law of love in 
their hearts, making them strong and 
glad and free. And if the little girl, and 
all others who have found it “so hard 
to be good,” will only ask the Saviour 
to come in, he will keep every little heart 
that is open to him, making it sweet and 
true and patient and loving. 

Loving Jesus, gentle Lamb, 

In thy gracious hands I am; 

Make me, Saviour, what thou art, 

Live thyself within my heart. 


I shall then show forth thy praise, 
Serve thee all my happy. days; 
Then the world shall always see, 
Ghrist, the holy Child, in me. 


Curnton, S. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The Christian’s source of power. 
2. “And these three are one God.” 








§ genom is a cock-sureness about youth 
that comes, of course, from its lack. 
of experience. A young girl usually feels 
herself equal to whatever she really 
wants to do. It seems to her a part of her 
precious independence to be able to do 
things all by herself: A sense of need 


comes only after the hard blows life 
gives —after we have failed again and 
again to do the very thing we felt so 
sure we were perfectly able to do, as we 
looked at it ahead of the effort. How 
many such blows you can save your girls 
by teaching them, while they are girls, 
the truth as our Lord taught it to his fol- 
lowers, waiting and eager (after the res- 
urrection) to set out on the great com- 
mission he had given them. ‘Wait,” said 
he, “for the promise of the Father... 
Ye shall receive power, when the Holy 
Spirit is come upon you.” Then, and 
not till then, “Ye shall be my witnesses 
... unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

Your girls who love this same Lord 
are dreaming of the great things they 
long to do for him—some have dedi- 
cated their whole hearts and lives to his 
service, and are restless to be up and at 
the grand achievement. Give them this 
story of the coming of the Spirit, in full 
power, upon those first followers. Help 
them note the complete change he made 
in those eleven disciples who are hence- 
forth new men in very truth. They can 
see this tremendous change most clearly 
in Peter, who, true to his old nature, is 
still the spokesman for them all. ut 
oh, what a different manner of s ing 


for some power far beyond our own 








is this direct, courageous, forceful ser- 


Aiter Jesus came, etd tad-¢ulilled his. 
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Lesson for April 5 
Acts a 


mon on the day of Pentecost compared 
to the old impulsive, often footless words 
of Peter before the Spirit came! And 
not in this sermon alone do we see this 
new Peter. Note his other recorded 
speeches. and his attitude toward per- 
sonal danger, here in Luke’s story of the 
doings of these apostles — Acts 3: 11-26; 
4: 8-13, 19, 20, 31, 33; §: 17-32, especially 
noting verse 29, and others similar to it. 
Such is God’s wondrous salvation which 
takes the old nature, as it is, and makes 
it all new in Christ Jesus, yet without 
destroying: individuality, rather making 
full use of all the old individual person- 
alites. “Whosoever shall lose his life 
. +. Shall save it.” 


2. But there are many young people 
sincerely puzzled over the mystery of the 
Trinity in the Godhead, which this les- 
son brings so prominently to the front, 
Will this story help them? It is one used 
by a Christian missionary doctor to a 
Mohammedan priest in Turkey, who had 
said he could not worship three equal 
gods, as he thought Christians did. Said 
the missionary, as they sat together by 
a sunny window in his room, “You see 
the great ball of fire in the heaven which 
we call the sun. You also see the sun- 
beam, shining this moment across” our 
bodies. And you see the sunlight which 
fills all this room now and will do so 
after the sunbeam has passed on. Are 
they not ‘three in one, the same in sub- 
stance, equal in power and glory,’ though 
different in manifestations of that 
power?” It is not a perfect figure, but 
it may be a helpful one for your girls. 


Home Study 
Skim the Book of Acts this week and 
count the times the Holy Spirit is men- 
tioned. Underscore each mention. Now 
go through again and read each incident. 
Decatur, GA. ~ 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





The Svlessing of Fentecost 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The broken narcissus. 


Discussion: The value of preparation 
periods. Fruit must ripen before eating. 
Education or apprenticeship is a wise 
preparation for life’s big task. Many a 
career has been spoiled by “going off 
half-cocked.” 


Objective: The Spirit-filled life. 














AY, fellows, four boys came to my | 
house last Sunday night in the rain, 
and brought me a blooming plant. I 
was laid up with a wrenched knee, and 
these fellows came from their young 
people’s meeting with a pretty token of 
sympathy. But the wind and the rain 
had whipped their flower unmercifully ; 
and by the time the boys had covered 
the half dozen blocks between the church 
and my house, the two proud stems bear- 
ing the biossoms had broken down and 
hung their heads in sorry plight. The 
quartet were likewise dejected, for they 
had sought to deliver that flower upstand- 
ing. However, we made the best of it. 
I thanked them heartily and the flower 
was placed by the window where it would 
catch the first sunshine, Next morning 
a “miracle” had happened; the flower 
stood straight and beautiful and the room 
was filled with its fragrance. I sent for 
the boys to come and see it, and they 
qwere glad. 
No sooner had that plant been with- 


drawn from the whipping wind and set | 


to quietly await the restorative processes | 


began its “spirit” to raise its head and 
enable it to deliver its message of fra- 
grance and love. It would never have 
done that in the storm outside. It had 
to wait somewhere in quietness. 

Now, fellows, leok at Peter on the 
Day of Pentecost and compare him with 
himself in former times—say, for in- 
stance, about fifty days before that, in 
the small hours of a fateful morning. 


Peter, poor Peter, whipped and lashed by ; 


the storms of disappointment, chagrin, 
ridicule—and doubt!—cursing and 
swearing he never knew his Lord. Then 
look at him shortly afterward, crushed 
and bowed down in remorse, humiliation, 
and shame,—a poor, broken Peter! It 
didn’t look then, as though Peter would 
ever amount to much; it seemed his day 
was done. Three days of sackcloth and 
ashes for the penitent, and then came that 
amazing Resurrection message directed 
to Peter by name (Mark 16:7) that 
Jesus had risen and would meet him in 
Galilee. The germ of a new life came 
to Peter in that message, but still he must 
wait. You don’t hear much from Peter 
during all those forty days following 
Jesus’ resurrection. He was under the 
cloud yet, and finally he goes fishing to 
divert his perplexed and sorrowing heart. 
But when he saw his risen Lord on the 
shore, he girt his fisher’s coat about him 
and jumped into the sea to go to him. 
The boat was too slow; it had the cum- 
bersome fishnet dragging. “Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee,” Peter cried out 
with yearning to show it in some great 
way; and Jesus spoke the words that 
electrified his soul: “Feed my sheep.” But 
still Peter must wait. Out on the Mount 
of Olives, where he clung to his Lord 
to the last with the others, he learned 
with them that he must go back to Jeru- 
salem—and wait. Ten more days he 
waited. And all that time he was getting 
ready for his great uprising. The Holy 
Spirit came upon them all as they waited 
there in the upper room. And Peter — 
yes, Peter— the broken and contrite 
Peter —stood forth and spoke the great 
Pentecost message, and three thousand 
souls heard to their salvation. On and 
on Peter pressed, a mighty force for his 
Christ. Oh, what a glorious and mighty 
work Peter did for his Lord! 

What was the secret, fellows? The 
answer is: The Holy Spirit. You can’t 
do anything for Jesus without the Holy 
Spirit. And the Holy Spirit only comes 
into the life of those who, willing to 
turn loose everything else, quietly wait 
for him—trustfully, prayerfully wait 
for him. You cannot force him nor 


hurry him; you simply have to be sur- 
rendered and open for him, expecting 
him, believing him, It’s hard for young 
fellows to throttle down. It is their 
nature to want to.bulge ahead and do 
something big and fine; but he knows 
that, too, and will enable them to bide 
his time—if they are willing. 
Greenssoro, N. C, 


| ” 
| Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Lesson of March 29) 


7 1. (1) Our Lord’s kingship; (2) his justice 
‘in judgment (his judgeship); (3) his desire to 
be remembered; (4) his promise of the Com- 
| forter; (5) his vital union with his disciples; 
(6) his intercession for us; (7) his example 
of submission to the Father’s will; (9) his 
fulfilment of prophecy as of Isaiah 53; (10) his 
atonement for sin on the cross; (11) his power 
over death; (12) his return to sit at the right 
hand,of the Father. 


2. The Last Judgment, Jesus Comforts His 
Disciples, The Vine and the Branches, Christ’s 
Intercessory Prayer. 

3. The colt in Luke 19 : 30-32. 


4. It was certainly a triumph of prophecy, 
the exact fulfilment of Zechariah 9:9. There 
was also the triumph of the devotion of the 
“common” people to Jesus. They at last suc- 
ceeded in expressing it, en masse, despite the 
efforts of the priests in Jerusalem, and in 
that very hot-bed of opposition to Jesus. All 
this was of course a triumph of God’s will 
and plan over man’s. 

5. Luke 19 : 40. 

6. Lesson 2, Matthew 25 : 41. 

7. “For the Son of man also came... to 
give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 
10:45). “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, even that which is poured out for 
; you” (Luke 22:20). “For this is my blood 








| from the water about its bulb-roots than | 
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of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many unto remission of sins” (Matt. 26 : 28). 


& We are (John 14: 12). 


9. As the Father loved Christ, he loved us. 
As he loved us so we are to love one another. 
Therefore we are to love one another as the 
Father loved Christ (John 15:9, 12). 


10. “Father glorify thou me... with the 
glory I had with thee before the world was” 
(John 17 : 5). 

11, The disciples (Mark 14 : 37-41). 


12. Love, because we can never pay it in 
full (Rom. 13 : 8). 

13. Pilate’s wife (Matt, 27 : 19). 

14. The soldiers about the cross (Luke 
23 : 34). 

15. The Son of man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected by the elders, and the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days risé again” (Mark 8 : 31), 
“And they shall mock him, and shall spit 
upon him, and shall scourge him, and shall 
kill him’? (Mark 10 : 34). 


16. “And behold, there talked with him [on 
the mount of transfiguration] two men, who 
were Moses and Elias, who appeared in glory, 
and spake of his decease which he was about 
to accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9 : 30, 31). 

17. John on the way to the tomb Easter 
morning (John 20: 4). 


18. The death of Jesus provides the pardon 
of sin which secures the sense of peace; the 
resurrection of Jesus proves the power he can 
give to those who have found peace in him; 
the ascension of Jesus assures those who 
love him of his presence with each one 
through all the days, and his coming again 
some day to complete the establishment of his 
kingdom on earth. And so these three 
pivotal events make sure “the heart at 
leisure from itself’? to serve its Saviour and 
Master with abiding power and joy, no matter 
what the outward course of events may be. 


19. Peter’s Denial; Peter’s Confession by 
the lake, and the like. 
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The Whole Bible Lesson Course | 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


Lesson 1. April 5. The Bible: The Word of God. Psalm 19 
Golden Text.—God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers 
portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the worlds,— Heb. 1: 1, 2, 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Great Doctrines of the Bible, 
running from April S to December 27, 1925, 
and giving lesson titles and Scripture ref. 
erences only, may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 20 cents a dozen copies, 
$1 a hundred, or 2 cents each. 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 
2. Apr. 12.—The Bible: Inspired of God 
a Peter 1 


Golden Text: Psalm 45:1 
Apr. 19.—The Bible: Its Subject and 
PURO. kinse ccssscevnsssvegens ta a Timothy 3 
Golden Text: a Corinthians 3 ; 18 
4. Apr. 26.—God the Trinity: His Power 
SHE TICES. occncincccosetseccenes Acts 17 3 24-31 
Golden Text: John 143 16 
5. May 3.—God the Father ..... ‘John 8 : 33-44 
Golden Text: John 14 : 23 


e 


< May 10.—God the Son: His Pre-exist- 
at. MO PTET TTY PTET eee Perey ore John 1: 1-18 
Golden Text: John 8: 58 
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How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 
President of the Evangelical? Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


- SUGGESTIONS FOR THE STUDY OF 
DoctTRINE 


6 Bon study of Bible doctrines or 
themes is begun with this lesson, and 
requires an entirely different method of 
approach to the Scriptures from the more 
familiar and almost universal study 
hitherto provided by the Sunday-school 
Lesson Committees. Since the whole 
plan of study is different, both teacher 
and pupil should be adjusted to the hew 
requirements. 


First, give the doctrines of the Bible 
the exalted place assigned to them by 
the Bible itself. The teacher who ex- 
pects to undertake this series of lessons 
should meditate and pray over the fol- 
lowing passages: Matthew 7:28; John 
7:16, 17; Acts 2:42; Romans 6:17; 
Ephesians 4:14; I Timothy r2$: 4224, 








16; 6:1; 2 Timothy 3:10, 16; 4:2, 33 
2 John 1:9, 10. 

Second, it should be remembered that 
a Bible doctrine represents the whole 
testimony of the Scriptures on that given 
theme. This means that no one text is 
to be interpreted apart from any and all 
other texts bearing on that subject (a 
Pet. 1:20). Although the present writer 
of these lesson helps presumably has 
made a careful study of the doctrine as- 
signed, it is not his to dictate what an- 
other shall believe, but to point out what 
the Bible teaches. Faith should always 
rest on a personal understanding of the 
Scriptures, rather than on the teaching 
of any man. 


THE BisBLeE: THE Worp oF Gop 


T IS a marvelous thing that we have 

an infallible Book from the hand of 
God. Evegy student and teacher should 
be fully convinced of this fact. There 
are two lines of evidence to be traced: 
1. That which is internal, or the Bible’s 
own claim concerning itself, and 2. That 
which is external, or the outward, ob- 
vious facts concerning the Scriptures. 


First, by hundreds of passages the Bible 
both directly declares and assumes itself 
to be the Word of God (note Psa. 12: 6; 
93:5; 119: 18, 98, 99, 100, 105, 130; Isa. 
§5: 10, 123 Jer. 23:20; Rom. 10: 1732 
Tim. 2:15). This week’s lesson text. 
(Psa. 19:7-11) declares that the Old 
Testament is the Word of Jehovah. Six 
perfections of that Word are named with 
six corresponding transformations which 
that Word ‘Orr Likewise, the 
Golden Text (Heb. 1:1, 2) states that 
God is speaking in the Old Testament 
through the prophets and in the New Tes- 
tament througn his Son. 

Second, considering the external evi- 
dence that the Bible is the Word of God, 
the Book is a phenomenon and as such 
presents a challenge to the most skeptical 
among men. Certain facts should be 
noted: 


1. Its Continuity.—The Bible appears 
in one volume in which there is a per- 
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fect continuity of historical sequence 
from the creation to the new heavens and 
the new earth; a perfect unfolding of 
doctrine from the blade to the full corn 
in the ear; from type to antitype; from 
prophecy to its fulfilment; and the an- 
ticipation, presentation, realization, and 
exaltation of the most perfect Person on 
earth or in Heaven, Yet. this one vol- 
ume which exhibits the most perfect 
continuity of thought that the world has 
ever seen is, nevertheless, a collection of 
sixty-six books written by over thirty 
authors —kings, peasants, philosophers, 
fishermen, physicians, statesmen, scholars, 
ae and plowmen—who could have 
nown but little of each other, since their 
lives were lived in various countries and 
their writings were distributed over sixty 
generations of human history, represent- 
ing a period of sixteen hundred years. 


2. The Extent of Its Revelation.—In 
its unfolding of truth, the Bible is in- 
exhaustible. Like a telescope it sweeps 
the universe from the heights of Heaven 
to the depths of hell, and traces the works 
of God from their beginning to their end. 
Like a microscope it reveals the minutest 
details of the plan and purpose of God 
and the perfection of his creation. Like 
a stereoscope it places all beings and ob- 
jects whether on earth or in Heaven in 
right relation the one to the other. 
Though written in the earlier days of 
human knowledge when the present world 
discoveries could not reasonably have 
been disclosed, it is in harmony with every 
discovery made by man. 


3. Its Output.—In fullest satisfaction 
the Bible is claimed by all races as their 
own, and is, as no other book, translat- 
able into every tongue. It has already 
been translated into over seven hundred 
and seventy different languages and dia- 
lects. Thirty societies are now specializ- 
ing in its publication, and over thirty 
million copies are Poy annually. Of 
this number the British Bible Society 
publishes hour_more than two 
thousand copies. The French infidel Vol- 
taire who died in 1778 predicted that the 
Bible would become obsolete within a 
hundred years. Contrary to the state- 
ment of this skeptic, the Bible abides. 
For nineteen hundred years it has en- 
dured the systematic, destructive attacks 
from Satan and men; but never has its 
predicted endurance been more tested than 
now when those who ag as its friends 
and exponents are subtly denying its most 
vital truths and its supernatural charac- 
ter. Its influence is transforming. To 
the unsaved it is the “sword of the Spirit” 
(Eph. 6:17), and to the saved it is a 
cleansing, sanctifying, and_ reflecting 
power (Eph. 5:25, 26; John 17:17; 2 
Cor. 3:18); it is the basis of all true 
civilization, law, and morality. 


4. Its Subject Matter.—The supernatu- 
ral character of this Book is seen in the 
fact that it deals as freely with the un- 
known and otherwise unknowable as it 
does with that which is known, and those 
who follow its teachings are unfailingly 
led in the paths of God’s eternal Truth. 
Likewise, as no other book, the Bible 
accounts for those who do not receive his 
teachings. Of them it records that they 
are unregenerate men who receive not 
the things of the Spirit of God, neither 
can they know them because only by the 
Spirit are these things discerned (1 Cor. 
2:13). Its qualities are real, for those 
who know it best love it most. 

5. As Literature.—Merely as litera- 
ture, the Bible is supreme. It satisfies 
the simple-minded and entrances the sage; 
yet here, again, consideration should be 
given to the limitations of its human au- 
thors. To God alone be the glory! 

6. Unprejudiced Authority. — This 
Book is not prejudiced in favor of men. 
It unhesitatingly records the sin, the 
weakness of the best of men, and the 
doom of all. who rely alone on those 
virtues and merits which are their own. 
Men do not so speak of themselves. It 
assumes to be a message from God to 
men rather than a message from man 
to man. It speaks with authority of 
things in Heaven and things on earth; 
of the seen and of the unseen; of God, 
of angels, and of men; of time and of 
eternity; of life and of death; of sin and 
of salvation; of Heaven and of hell, 
Apart from its message, there is no 
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knowledge of these eternal issues in all 
the world: with its message, there is cer- 
tainty, assurance, ahd peace. 


7. The Supreme Character.—Above 
all else in this supernatural Book is its 
revelation of the Person and glory of 

d.as manifested in his Son. Let no 
one suppose that this Character is a mere 
fiction — the inyention of a mortal mind; 
for his perfections have never been com- 
prehended by the wisest and holiest of 
this earth. If he were a mere fiction, 
let the mind which conceived him be 
extolled and adored! 


8. The Bible and Christ Compared.— 
Because of the combination of supernatu- 
ral qualities which enter into the Bible, 
a similarity may be observed between the 
Bible as the Written Word and the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Living Word. They 
are both supernatural as to their origin, 
presenting an inscrutable and impeccable 
blending of that which is divine and that 
which is human. They both exercise a 
transforming power over those who be- 
lieve, and are-alike allowed of God to be 
set at naught and rejected by those who 
do not believe. The untainted, undimin- 
ished divine perfections are embodied in 
each. The revelations which they dis- 
close are at once as simple as the de- 
mands of a child, as complex as the in- 
finite treasures of divine wisdom and 
knowledge and as enduring as the God 
whom they reveal. 


Dattas, Tex. 
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Reading Suggestions for 
the Course in Doctrines 


.— following books will be found 
particularly helpful in connection with 
the nine months’ course in Great Doc- 
trines of the Bible beginning with this 
lesson. These may be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila: 
delphia, at the prices given. Individual 
books in connection with specific lessons 
will also be recommended week by week 
and as readers desire these it is suggested 
that they consult the lesson columns when 
the paper first reaches them, so that there 
may be ample time for ordering. 


The Great Doctrines of the Bible. By Wil- 
liam Evans. This volume is intended as a 
groundwork or text-book in the study of the- 
ology and is a very careful and painstaking 
setting forth of the great doctrines of the 
Word of God. It has been used for years in 
a number of Bible schools and training in- 
stitutes for Christian workers. Adapted also 
for group Bible class, or individual use. $1.50. 

What Every Christian Should Believe. By 
William Evans. A book of fiindamental doc- 
trines, covering the Bible, God, Jesus Christ, 
the Holy Spirit, and Satan; very readable; 
written especially for new adult converts and 
those taking up the.subjects for the first 
time. 90 cents. 

What the Bible Teaches. By R. A. Torrey. 
A thorough and comprehensive study of all 
the Bible has to say concerning the great 
doctrines. The result of years of study tested 
in many class-rooms. A veritable Scripture 
encyclopedia on doctrines. $3. 

What Is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. Straightforward talks on Evangel- 
ism for “the man in the street” —and 
every one else. It gives God’s Word on Why 
Men Are Lost, How Men are Saved, What Is 
Salvation, The Blessed Hope, The Victorious 
Life. -Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 

Outline Bible Studies. By Henry W. Frost. 
A practical book of topical Bible studies, help- 
ful for personal study or in preparation for 
sermons or addresses. 337° topics, cross-in- 
dexed; over 10,000 Scripture references. In- 
valuable for preacher or layman. $2, ' 


The books written by Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, whose first article appears 
above, will also prove especially valuable 
in connection with the whole course. They 
are described below, and may be obtained 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 


‘pany, Philadelphia, at the prices men- 


tioned or at a special price of $6 for the 
seven books. 

Safvation. A clear analysis of God’s saving 
grace. The great doctrines unfolded. A 
hand-book for every earnest Christian. $1. 

Satan. An accepted standard of exposition 
on this great subject, both in England and 
America. Satan’s origin, sin, purpose, method, 
and end are unfolded. A final answer to every 
modern cult: $1. 

He That Is Spiritual. A wonderfully rich 
study of the deeper truths of the Christian 





life. “The spiritual reasoning of the book is 
close and will require thoughtful reading, but 
it will develop devotion, faith, and joy in those 
whose hearts are open to the truth.” $1. 

The Kingdom in History and Prophecy. The 
whole outline of Scriptural teaching as to 
God’s plans and purpose in the earth. $1. 

True Evangelism, or Soul-Winning by 
Prayer. Revolutionary in the work of soul- 
winning. The author does not urge more 
zeal in old methods; he presents an entirely 
different principle and order of procedure 
from the evangelistic plans and habits of to- 
day. Intensely Scriptural, constructive, and 
suggestive. $1. p 

Grace. Grace is shown to be the very heart 
of Christianity. The fundamental distinctions 
between Law and Grace are shown, with 
practical applications to every-day life, in- 
cluding a complete analysis of the Sabbath 
question. Of great value to every Christian, 
and especially important for soul-winners. A 
complete answer to every form of Modernism, 
Legalism, and Seventh-Dayism. $1.50. 

Seven Biblical Signs of the Times. The 
great religious and world conditions which 
are predicted in the Bible immediately to pre- 
cede the return of Christ are pointed out. 
All these Biblical signs, it is stated, are now 
being fulfiled. A most effective message and 
missionary appeal. 20 cents. 


“To own a complete set of these books 
and to keep them in circulation will prove 
a commendable and profitable ministry.” 


Especially for the present lesson 
Is the Bible the Word of God? By the Rev. 
W. Graham Scroggie. A comprehensive and 
convincing argument for the plenary inspira- 
tion of the Bible from external and internal 
evidence. $1. 
@ 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


HE Bible has outlived all other books 

in the world. The Bible was the first 
book printed on the first printing press 
in the world. 

Before printing presses were made the 
Bible was copied by hand. It took days 
of hard work. If you copied one chap- 
ter you would be very tired. The Bible 
has 1,189 chapters. ; 

It would seem very strange to you if 
you had to go a long distance to see a 
Bible. For a long time men and women 
and boys and girls traveled miles to a 
place where they could read_a Bible. | 

In the time of the early Christians, if 
a family loved the Bible and had a copy 
of their own, they kept it in a secret 
place—like a cave. They would get up 
early in the morning while it was dark | 
and slip away to the hidden place, get 
the Bible, read it softly, have prayer, 
then hide the book and return home. 

It was dangerous to read the Bible. 
Christians were hunted out, and if they 
had Bibles they were killed and the Bible 
destroyed. 

We are telling these things so we may 
remember it cost many lives and great 
sacrifice to preserve the copies of the 
Scriptures. . 

Contrast the persecutions with the free- 
dom of this present day, with our Bible 
schools and Bibles in the home. Get 
free literature from the American Bible 
Society, New York, and tell of the won- 
derful work of translating and distribut- 
ing Bibles. Speak of the missionary 
work of giving away Bibles. They are 
printed in every language, so that boys 
and girls of all nations can read the 
story of Jesus Christ and his love. 

Our passage of Scripture from the 
Bible to-day is Psalm 19. It was writ- 
ten by David, the shepherd king of Is- 
rael. Read verse 1. Before the Bible 
was ever written God told his glory in 
the heavens by the sun, moon, and stars, 
made with God’s fingers (Psa. 8: 3; Gen. 
1:3-19) “and let them be for signs.” 
The Word of God and the plan of sal- 
vation is written in the heavens. 

Mernorize verse 7. “The law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” 
The “law” is the Bible, God’s Word. 

When is a thing perfect? (Explain 
what it is to have a perfect record in 
school.) To be fect is to be right. 

The Word of God is perfect. Every 
word of it is right, and there is nothing 
wrong. We must believe it, and we do 
believe it. 

Why is it perfect? Because God wrote 
every word of it. “He is the Rock, his 
work is perfect; ... just and right is 





MARCH 21, 1925 


he” (Deut. 32:4). It is perfect because 
it tells us of the perfect One, Jesus 

Christ. 

_ The Word of the Lord shows us our 
sin and need of the perfect Saviour. He 
kept God’s law perfectly for us, and we 
accept him, confess him, and trust him. 
Read 2 Timothy 3: 15,16.) 

As boys and girls we receive Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour and we are per- 
fect in him. God says to us then, “Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as. your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect.” 

Memory Verses 

Cradle Roll: Psalm 19:7a, “The law 
of the Lord is perfect.” 

Beginners: Psalm 19: 7a, “The law ‘of 
the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” 

Primary: Psalm 19:7. 

Fort Wort, Tex. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





April 12. What Does the Resurrection of 
Jesus Mean to Me? 1 Cor.. 15: 1-20, 49. 
(Easter meeting.) 

April 19. My Denomination: Its History and 
Principles. Acts 1: 1-8; 2 Tim. 3 : 14-17. 

April 26. Friendliness as Expressed Through 
Educational Missions. Acts 18:1-11; 19: 


iter 5 Tlow Can We Help to Make. Home 
Happy? Eph. 4: 29-32; §::1, 2. (Conse- 
cration meeting.) 
Sunday, April 5 
What Should the Church Expect of Me? 
(2 Tim. 2: 1-7, 15-26) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Attendance (Heb. 10 : 19-25). 
Tues.—Loyalty (Psa. 137 : 1-6). 
Wed.—Service (1 Cor. 3 : 11-23). 
Thurs.—Support (1 Thess. 5 : 12-28). 
Fri—Prayer (Eph. 1 : 15-23). 
Sat.—Obedience (1 Pet. 5 : 1-7). 











What claim has the Church on its mem- 
bers? 

What should the Church expect by way of 
attendance? 

What financial aid should the Church expect 
of me? 


RS. J. HARVEY BORTON, a re- 

turned missionary from India, tells 
of a poor Hindu woman who had two 
children, the one a strong and healthy 
boy of four years, the other a wasted and 
sickly infant. One morning she was seen 
on her way toward the Ganges River, 
carrying the babe, the boy toddling be- 
side his mother. An English officer, who 
had been attracted by the bright face of 
the little boy watched for their return. 
After some time, he was about to start 
after them when the mother reappeared 
carrying the infant, but without the boy. 
The officer asked, “Where is your son? 
Was he not with you when you passed a 
short time ago?” 

The woman replied, “The gods are an- 
gry with me. They gave me this miser- 
able sick girl. I have tried to pacify 
them. I have thrown the boy into the 
river.” 

“But,” queried the officer, “why did 
you not give your sick child; if you 
had to sacrifice one of your children?” 
The woman’s eyes looked her reproach 
as she said, “Should I give less than my 
best to my god?” 


Does the misguided devotion: of this 
poor heathen woman suggest the answer 
to the question of our topic? Dare we 
offer less than the best we have to the 
Lord Jesus Christ who has done infinitely 
more for us than this heathen woman 
even supposed the Ganges had done for 
her? If we settle the question, “What 
should the Lord Jesus Christ expect of 
me?” we shall not have much difficulty 
with the question, ow hat should’ the 


church expect of me?’ 
The Lord Jesus is the “head” of the 
true Church which is his body, and theré- 
fore that which the church rightly ex- 
pects of us will agree with his expecta- 
tion because it is “of him.” 
Nevertheless it may help us to tecall 
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the vows that we took when we entered 
the church and when we became members 
of the Christian Endeavor Society. Just 
what did we agree to do, and are we 
faithfully fulfilling thosé vows? 


It: is: well to remember that, in addition 
to,the formal obligations which we as- 
sume’ in entering: the church, there are 
many other things the church has a right 
toiexpect of us because we are Christians. 
There are many things that we will do 
as Christians as well as many things that 
we will not do*because we are Christians. 

When Paul was urging Timothy to 
“endures hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3), he con- 
tinued, ““No man that warreth entangleth 
himself with the affairs of this life’ (2 
Tim. 2:4). The thought is the same as 
in Hebrews 12, where Paul admonishes 
the Hebrew Christians to “lay aside every 
weight” and to “run with patience the 
race that is set.” Perhaps one of the 
greatest stumblingblocks in winning peo- 
ple for Christ. to-day is the lack of dif- 
ference between the lives of Christians 
and unbelievers. .Did you ever hear any 
one say, when asked to accept Christ and 
to join the church, “Why should I accept 
Christ? Look at Mr. B—. He is a 
Christian, and I don’t see that I am any 
worse than he is. There are things he 
does that I would not do.” 


ye 

The Church has a right to expect us 
to be living examples of what Christ can 
do in a life. -In thinking of being sep- 
arated from worldly things for Christ’s 
sake we must also remember that sep- 
aration is not negative but positive. It 
is not enough for us to be separated from 
certain things, we must be separated to 
Christ, and his life must be transforming 
our lives and flowing out through -us to 
reach others. This is the great expecta- 
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of 
course must be the great expectation of 
his church, that through its members — 
their lives, their words, their deeds, their 
prayers —the Lord Jesus Christ may be 
made known to a needy, sin-sick world. 


Am I offering my Lord and my church 
less than my best? 

Am I an example of what a Christian 
should do, as well as what a Christian should 
not do? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





q Children at Home 








Father Cardinal 
By Emma Florence Bush 


. 
“% disappointed,” said Edith, “ter- 
ribly.” 


“So am I,” said Lottie. 

The two children were looking out of 
their bedroom window at a nest in the 
tree only a few feet away. It was a low 
tree, for their bedroom was on the first 
floor, as they lived in a bungalow; and 
it was a nest which Father and Mother 
Cardinal had built and woven of coarse 
twigs and strips of bark, and lined with 
soft grasses. 

Pretty dove-colored Mother Cardinal 
had laid the precious eggs and brooded 
over them while handsome Father Car- 
dinal, perched nearby, sat and sang his 
beautiful songs. 

The children had been away for ten 
days, and. on their return had hastened to 
look at the nest. Four little baby birds 
had come, and it was at them the children 
were looking. 

“T thought some of them would be 
pretty scarlet, like Father Cardinal,” said 
Edith. 

“So did I,” said Lottie. 
it happened. 

Father Cardinal was feeding a fat 
potato bug to Little Baby Cardinal, when 
Little Greedy Cardinal pushed against 
him to get it away, and oh, dear, some- 
how he pushed too hard, and out fell 
Little Baby Cardinal right out of the nest, 
just as Tomkins, the big yellow cat next 
door, came around the corner of the house. 

“Oh!” cried the children, and “Oh!” 
cried Mother Cardinal, flying down to her 


And just then 
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baby; but quick as a flash _ brilliant 
Father Cardinal flew right down before 
the cat’s eyes, and away he went, with 
Tomkins in full pursuit of the scarlet 
flash that was always just ahead of him. 

When Father Cardinal returned Tom- 
kins was way, way off in the meadow, 
wondering where that bird had gone to, 
and mother had picked up Little Baby 
Cardinal and gently .put him back in the 
nest. 

“You see,” she said softly, “that is the 
way God takes care of the little baby 
birds. Just as mother bird is a soft color 
that blends in with the leaves, so she can- 


we 


not be seen by her enemies, so the little 
baby birds until they are almost grown up 
keep their dull feathers, while Father Car- 
dinal, all beautiful and scarlet, attracts 
all the enemies to him and flies away.” 

“God takes care of everything,” even 
the baby birds,” said. Edith thoughtfully. 
“And if he cares so much for little baby 
birds, he must care more for. little boys 
and girls. >I am never going to be afraid 
again.” And mother who knew that 
Edith was always a tiny bit afraid of 
almost everything, smiled with happiness 
to hear her little girl. 
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The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 





ey. editors will be glad to consider cross word puzzles submitted by readers, if 
sent exclusively to The Sunday School Times, and if made to consist chiefly of 
words found in the Bible (it is doubtless impracticable to limit the words exclusively 


to the Bible). 
elaborate. 


Puzzles rectangular in shape are preferred, and not too long or 
Editorial payment will be made for all that are accepted. 


Manuscripts should be addressed to “Cross Word Puzzle Editor, The Sunday 


School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.” 


If their return is desired in case 


they are not accepted, a stamped and addressed return, envelope should be enclosed. 





The white spaces are to be filled with letters forming words that answer to the 
definitions given below. The first letter of each word is indicated by a number in 


the white squares. 


The number of white squares extending either to the right or 


down from any numbered square tells you the number of letters in the word. Most 


of the words, but not necessarily all, are in the Bible. 
both directions, such words as you are sure of. 


It might be well to fill in, in 
These will give you hints as to 


other words that you do not know or are uncertain about. 


ACROSS 
2.—Made in God’s image 
3-—Article in the tabernacle 
4.—Recipients of one of Paul’s epistles 
9.—Buried in an unknown grave 
12.—Old Testament character who was hanged 
15.—An exclamation 
16.—Town of the plains of Jordan 
18—A prophetess (variant) 
19.—First residence of man 
20.—That by which Abel offered a better sac- 
rifice than Cain 
21.—Transgression of the law of God 
22.—Symbol of peace (plural) 


DOWN 
1.—Central theme of the Bible 
5.—A poisonous serpent 
6.—Joshua’s father 
7.—One of the apostles 
8—A weed . 
9—Inhabitant of country east of the Dead 


ez 

10.—Early Old Testament hunter 
11.—A conjunction 
12.—Exclamation 

13-—So be it 


14.—Capital of Assyria 
17.—The poet of the Bible 


Answers to Last Week’s Puzzle 














A new Bible Cross Word Puzzle and the solution of this week’s puzzle will be 
published in next week’s issue of The Sunday School Times. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
| Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Three Days’”’ of Prayer 


TIS fittingly appropriate that this week 

more than ustiat should be one of in- 
tercession, followed as it is by next Sun- 
day’s study of “Pentecost.” Two months 
ago the Baptist Bible Union of North 
America (440 South Dearborn Street, 
Chicago) sent out a “Call to Prayer” 
(which now has had world-wide circu- 
lation) urging all Baptists in particular, 
and all Christians in general, to observe 
the (first three days of April in united 
prayer for revival of the entire Chirch, 
Surely if the response is what may be 
expected, there should be many thousands 
of three days meetings (either all day, 
or at least afternoons and evenings) 
solely for prayer; and why not also not 
less than 


3,000 Att-Nicut MEETINGS? 


There are not far from a third of a 
million readers of this paper; not less 
than a hundred thousand churches in 
America; as many Sunday-schools ae 
churches; no fewer than a million, not 
nominal, but earnest, Christians on this 
continent alone. Surely among this vast 
number there must be multitudes who, 
“not grudgingly, or of necessity,” but 
cheerfully, would give an entire night 
(besides the three days) to united suppli- 
cation for a mighty outpouring of the 
Spirit of God upon the Church. Would 
there have been any Pentecostal outpour- 
ing nineteen-hundred years ago except 
for the days and nights of prayer which 
preceded? And will there be anything 
more than a‘mere historical Pentecost 
this year if no days or nights of intense 
waiting upon God precede? Would that 
Saturday night, April 4, of this week 
might be thus observed (from, say, from 
9 P. M. to 3 or 4 A. M.) mm EVERY 


MAKE MONEY 
AT HOME 


You can earn good money at home in your spare time 

making show cards for us. No canvassing or soliciting. 
e show 

method. 


ou how by our new simple instructograph 
e supply both men and women with Work at 
home, no matter where i live, and pay you cash for 


all work completed each week. Full particulars and 
booklet free. Write to-day. 





AMERICAN SHOW CARD SYSTEM LIMITED 
266 Adame Building Toronto, Canada 




















SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS "4VE,vou 
THE ILLUSTRATOR #2, [ onc 
isa monthlyS. S. lesson magazine that $ 1 .00 
makes teaching easy. All the help —_—_ 
gecessary for temabing. af the corte/@ | tw 82 Lanes) 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 


no other J like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


BALOPTICONS 










are usedin thousands of scheols, 
churches and hospitals, This line 
of lanterns, for slides andcpaque 
objects— for projection in day- 
light as well as in the dark —is 


Write Sor Catalog the most complete in the world. 
Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rochester N. Y. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards.Collection Plates,etc. 


[Globe Furniture Company, (vite tiene 























Clear Your Skin 
With d 
Cuticura 7 
Soap to Cleanse 


Ointment to Heal 
Absolutely Nothing Better 
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——The— 
Entzminger 


Sunday School 
Record System 


A great Sunday School man, who 
discovered their value, said: 
“A NEW EPOCH IN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL WORK” 


It will do for your school what it has 
done for many others. 


STIMULATES EVERY MEMBER 
AND PUPIL TO: 
(1) Attend regularly 
(2) Be on time 
(3) Bring Bible 
(4) Bring offering 
(5) Have prepared lesson 
(6) Stay for preaching service; and 
—_otherwise aids in building and 
maintaining interest and in- 
creased efficiency. 

TESTED IN BUILDING THE 
WORLD'S LARGEST SUNDAY 
SCHOOL, and used with marvelous re- 
sults in many other schools of all denom- 
nations. 

Do not hesitate on account of the cost. 
Voluntary increase in offerings pays for 
the supplies many times. 














Samples and particulars free. 


H. G. PUGH & CO. 
LITTLE ROCK, ARK, 




















ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 


HOW LONGTILL THE END? 


Startling fulfilment of many well-knewn_ prophecies 
indicates the soon coming of our Lord. Send 10 cts. 
for 48-page book with chart to Gosprt News 
Society, 5517 Brooklyn Ave., SEATTLE, WASH. 


Tye Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, March 21, 1925 


























Subscription Rates 


_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
fished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for cither old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage, : 
7 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $7.50. 
_In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
go cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

Enough copies of any one tssue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
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community and church throughout the 
land! See “Prayer Suggestions” below. 
March 30 to April 5 
Mon.—Acts 1: 1-11. 
The Master’s Instructions. 
“Wait for the promise” (v. 4). Whose 
promise? The Father’s. Whose com- 
mand to wait? The Son’s, Whose com- 
ing in fulfilment? The Spirit’s. Thus 
the triune God was involved in- Pente- 
cost. It was not sufficient to have “many 
infallible proofs.” These might convince 
the head, but only the Holy Ghost could 
convince the heart. And it’s still the 
same. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Since arguments 
alone are utterly futile against Modern- 
ism and unbelief, since nought but a 
supernatural demonstration can dissolve 
natural doubts, let us pray for a speedy 
mantfestation of the Spirit's old-time 
presence and power in the Church. We 
don’t argue souls to Christ, nor can we 
argue an unbelieving world to God. 


Tues.—Acts 1: 12-14, 
Waiting for the Holy Spirit. 

Waiting for the promise (v. 14); this 
was the disciples’ immediate and obedi- 
ent response to Jesus’ command. Nor 
was it a listless waiting. The promise 
had been given, but not yet its fulfilment; 
the latter depended upon a waiting that 
was to be “continued,” confident, con- 
certed, intense. And the same to-day for 
the “latter rain” (Joel 2: 23). 

Prayer SuGcesTions: Let us pray as 
the disciples prayed: In UNANIMITY as to 
numbers —they ALL prayed; in UNITY as 
to spirit —they prayed “wITH ONE AC- 
corp” (they symphonized) ; in unison as 
to time — “these ALL CONTINUED with one 
accord in prayer and supplication” (they 
synchronized). THE ANSWER WILL THEN 
coME! 

Wed.—Acts 2 : 1-13. 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit. 

The promise was speedily fulfilled, be- 
cause the disciples implicitly obeyed. How 
strange that before the Holy Spirit was 
given there was more implicit obedience 
on the part of the disciples than there has 
been on the part of the Church since he 
was given! Had it been otherwise, the 
world would long ago have been evangel- 
ized and perhaps the millennium now 
have been over! 

Prayer Succestions: Is this the night 
of your mid-week prayer-meeting? Why 
not ask your pastor to call two more 
nights of prayer? He may be waiting 
for youR suggestion. And, pastor, your 
flock may be waiting For you! Oh, the 
hungry, unsatisfied hearts waiting, wait- 
ing, waiting for SOME one to move! And 
Gop is waiting! 

Thurs.—Acts 2 ; 36-47. 
The Blessing of Pentecost. 


Picture to yourself if: you-can the con- 
ditions that would prevail to-day if the 
whole body of Christ were to be “filled 
with the Holy Ghost’ (v. 4). Would 
the Church be any different from what it 
is? Would its primitive history be re- 
peated? Would its testimony count for 
any more? Would world evangelization 
be any nearer? 

PRAYER SuGceEsTions: The day of Pen- 
tecost began with one hundred and twenty 
disciples; it ended with twenty-six times 





that number, because ON THAT DAY the 


Holy Ghost was “fisher of men,” and be- 
cause BEFORE that day, and ending early 
that morning, one hundred and twenty 
disciples had “prayed through.” Oh, for 
a breaking up of the proud and stony 
hearts of BELIEVERS! 
Fri.—Matthew 3 : 13-17: 

The Holy Spirit Coming to Jesus. 

If Jesus, the virgin-born, sinless Son 
of God, needed the “sealing testimony” 
of the Spirit, how much more do we! 
Note that it was when the Spirit de- 
scended upon Christ that:God witnessed 
to his Sonship (compare Rom, 8:15, 16), 
and that it was not until his twofold 
baptism (by water and by the Spirit) 
that his real ministry began. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Are you bom- 
barding the gates of heaven at your fam- 
ily altar? Fhe Baptist Bible Union de- 
clares that “Att believers should pri- 
vately, AT THE FAMILY ALTAR, and in pub- 
lic, earnestly intercede that God may pour 
upon his people the spirit of grace and 
of su¢plication.” While vou pray, MUL- 
TITUDES are praying. 

Sat.—Micah 4:1-5. The Glory of the Church. 


Rather, “the glory of the kingdom”; 
for the prophetic. reference. here is not 
to the present Church dispensation, but 
to the coming Kingdom dispensation. 
“The prediction asserts (1) the ultimate 
establishment of the kingdom, with Jeru- 
salem for the capital (v. 1); (2) the 
universality of the future kingdom (v. 
2); (3) its character —peace (v. 3); 
(4) its effect — prosperity (v. 4).” (Sco- 
field.) 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray that to- 
night may be such a might of prayer 
as the Church or world has never 
known — breaking down of stubborn 
wills (yours?), confession of sin 

yours?), cleansing of filthy hearts 
yours?), utter yielding of lives to God 
yours?), and the infilling of multitudes 
with the Spirit. Pray that the Church 
be prepared. to nurture new-born souls, 


Sun.—Joel 2 : 28-32. The Prophetic Promise. 


The fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy be- 
gan on the day of Pentecost, but it did 
not end there; “for the promise” (the 
“promise of the Father’) “is unto... 
all that are afar off” (both in time and 
space) ; which makes the Pentecostal out- 
pouring and all its: blessings available 
throughout this entire dispensation (sub- 
ject only to Scriptural conditions and lim- 
itations ). 4 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Holy Ghost may be the fisher of men to- 
day. Pray for Christ’s blood-bought 
Church. Pray for world-wide evangel- 
ization, of both Jews and Gentiles; and 
for the soon coming of Him who alone 


|as Lord of lords and King of kings. 


“Praise God from whom all blessings 


SpectaL Reguest: Has to-day, or the 
past week, been for you a time of bless- 
ing? Will you not write to the Director 
of the Great Commission Prayer League, 
808 Norih La Salle Street, Chicago, 
and tell us about it? Have you had the 
“three days meetings” or the night of 
prayer? If another day, or three days, 
or night of prayer should be called for 
early summer (possibly over July 4), 
would you be able to observe it? Do you 
believe that prayer ts the Church’s pres- 
ent greutest need? 
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First Mortga¢e 
Security 
for Savings 


a 






Issued in of $1 500 and 
$1000 6 con hom te te sea. 


Write for full informa- 
tion. Ask for Booklet No. 12. 


ARNOLD ann COMPANY 


1416 EYE ST. NW. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 


| Easter Tidings 


ASPLENDID service of 
Song and Recitation for 
Easter Sunday. Words by 
Elsie Duncan Yale, music 
by J. Lincoln Hall. ‘The 
esurrection Story is told 
in joyful manner, as is fit- 
ting, butnevertheless 
i ming rey- 

feel certain 
that all who use this serv- 
ice will be greatly pleased. 


(00 a bundred. $3.25 for fifty. 80 cents a dozen 
CM ohees iadGette 
Send for Mlustrated Circular of Easter Suppl 
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“1701-1703 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THE PERRY PICTURES 
Reproductions of the World's 
Great ntings. Size, 544x8. 
TWO CENTS EACH 
for 25 or more. Send 50c for 
25 Art Subjects or 25 on Life 
of Christ,or five 10x12 size re- 
No two alike. 
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for 15 cents incoin or stamps 
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The P Pictures Co. 
Box 96, pated Ars Mass. 








PARISH PAPERS 


Any church, school or class ‘can 
publish a parish paper by using our 
ive plan. A parish paper 

















BRONZE 11s 


Designs and Estimates Free 





Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), S56 W. 27th St., New York City. 

















3 No. 
No. 1120 No. 


No. 1121 





1931 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











on the finest, high-grade white stock 


927. 
1120. 
1121. 
1122. 


Spring flowers on tinted background. 
Landscape and church designs. 


a he Easter Post Cards 
Beautiful designs, post-card size, printed in full colors 


$1.25 » hundred, assorted as desired 





Landscapes with beautiful flower decorations. 
Pretty scenery with churches and flowers. 


No. 
Send for Illustrated Circular of our large line of Easter Supplies 





No. 927 
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